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PoLIricAtL. 


char, of the 11th February, says that it is very natural that 
ge at - some a Tadian Mussulmans should con- 
Bogland and the Sondan. sider the Mahdi to be the prophet whom they 
expect. But so far as the writer is aware, the general Mussulman community 
4o not believe the Mahdi to be the true prophet. Like the Hindu and Chris- 
tian subjects of Her Majesty, the Mussulman community of India is sorry for 
the death of General Gordon. It is natural that the whole of England should 
he uneasy at the fall of Khartoum, and that the M inistry should direct 
- General Wolseley todo what he may think proper. ‘Jf he cry on all sides 
‘s “ Bring Indian troops, and ruin the Mahdi.” The Arabs of the Soudan do 
not want to keep any connection with Europeans. What is the use then 
of sending troops from India? Are they to be sent for the conquest of the 
Soudan? Every one knows how inaccessible that tract of country is. Who 
again can tell that a sufficient income will be derived from the Soudan to 
cover the expenses of its administration? India cannot take this burden 
upon herself. Some advantages will undoubtedly be gained by occupation 
of the Soudan. But it should be remembered that French administration in 
Algiers, which is near the sea, and whose inhabitants are far less warlike 
than the inhabitants of the Soudan, has not been successful. : 

9. The same paper says that it considers those who are made uneasy by 
General Soboleff’s ravings to be mad. Indians 
will never forsake the protection of the liberal 
English Government for that of Russia, whose policy is crooked. 

8, The same paper says that nothing will make Indians believe that they 
are less happy than the conquered subjects 
of Russia. That the Mussulmans of Central 
Asia will.be eager to assist Russia in invading their country is the raving 
ofamadman. They are uneasy at their own troubles. It is true that 
the Czar possesses absolute power, but he cannot stir out for fear of the 
Nihilists. ‘The financial embarrassment of Russia also is very great. Her 
credit is gone. It is true that Russia has numerous soldiers, and that she 
has 100,000 soldiers stationed in the Caucasus. But an army of fifty 
millions can be raised in almost no time in India. Russia will have 
to bring soldiers from Europe. But England will not have to go outside 
of India for soldiers. The English may conquer the whole world with the 
assistance of Indians. The statement that Russia has more influence over 
Mussulmans than England is ridiculous. England still possesses immense 
Influence over Mussulmans. It is true that that influence would have 
increased if she had assisted Turkey at the time of the Russo-Turkish War. 
But what has diminished England’s influence a little has not increased 
Russia’s influence. The English can increase their strength by freely 
allowing Indians to use arms, and by allowing them legitimate privileges in 
the army. It is certain that Russia will be ruined if she invades India. 

4. The Education Gazette, of the 18th February, learns that a 


iii ae os Frenchman, who is with the Mahdi, is doing 


a _ @ great mischief to the English by revealing 
their secret plans to him, and by circulating false rumours about the move- 


ments of his army. 
9. The Arya Darpan, of the 13th February, objects to the sending of 
The sending of an Indian Contingent LOdian troops to the Soudan at a time when 


aq Soudan. | - Russia is at the gate of India, and when the 
rench are making themselves strong in the East of India. 


U. The Fratikdr, of the 13th February, says that, though the English 


Tue Soudan Wap. are victorious in the Soudan, still it is very 
doubtful whether they will be able to 


General Soboleff’s manifesto. 


England and Russia. 
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establish themselves permanently there. The difference between the att 

to dispossess one of one’s rights, and the attempt of that one to defend Ir 
rights, is very great. The Soudanese will not cease to fight until 
the whole country is reduced to a desert. hey are accustomed to 
the climate of their country, while the English are not 50 accustomed. 
The time for military operations for the English is fast passing away, and 
they will have to wait for another year. The writer does not know what 
time the English will take in settling the Egyptian affairs in this way, 
Many, again, are displeased with them. The writer thinks that it is the duty 
of the people of India to help the English in the Soudan, and s0 he dog; 
not object to the sending of an Indian Contingent, but he hopes that the 
cost will be borne by England and not thrown upon the overtaxed poor 
people who inhabit India. ee 

7, The Sanjivant, of the 4th February, has the following :~ 
Rumour has it that the Emperor of Russi, 
will assume the titles of Emperor of Asis 
and King of Turkestan at Tashkend in Central Asia. Our Queen ha 
become the Empress of India and the Emperor of Russia will becom 
the Emperor of Asia. It is easy to see which way the wind blows, [3 
there any doubt that Russia is advancing with her tongue extended to 
devour India? oo 

8. The same paper says that China is making vigorous preparations 
to drive ovt the French from Cnina and 
Tonquin. The ambition of European Govern 
ments to conquer Asia will prove their ruin. 

9, The same paper says that everyone should be sorry for the death of 

re an honest and philanthropic hero like General 
iii Gordon. The writer advises tne English 
not to deluge the earth with blood poured for no other purpose than that of 
displaying their power, Peace will be established iu Egypt when the 
English retire. 

10. The Sddhdrant, of the 15th February, says that at one time 
England could boast that she was unrivalled 
in naval fight, and that she could defeat the 
combined navies of all nations. But she cannot boast so now. The English 
themselves now admit that the French have enormously increased thei 
naval resources. It will now be very difficult for England to hold her own 
against the combined navies of the other European powers. The 
relations of England with other European powers have become somewhat 
strained. A treaty was made between the European powers securing the 
neutrality of the Suez Canal. England signed that treaty ; but she has 
now established her sole influence over the canal by becoming the paramount 
te in Egypt. This has displeased France, Germany, and Russia 

ngland has long been fearing Russiaand has become s0 much 
alarmed that she now startles at the rustling of leayes. England, which | 
humiliated powerful enemies like Louis XIV and Napoleon, is now afraid 
of the worthless armies of the native princes. She is now anxious {or 
fixing the boundaries of the Russian Empire. Efforts are being made for 
the federation of the British Empire owing to fear of Russia. The 
writer says that, when the help of others has become necessary, let England 
treat Indians well and she will not require help from others. 

1]. The Sér Sudhdnidhi, of the 16th February, says that Bas: 

The difficulties of England. land is now in a very difficult situate” 


General Soboleff has issued a manifesto 
which he has said that the invasion of India will not be 4 ¥7 


difficult task for various reasons stated therein. The French also 4 
become displeased with England owing to her depriving them of 


The Emperor of Russia. 


- France ani China. 


The difficulties of England, 
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; t They have made atreaty with Burmah. They are also 
ee cal my ae ame Under these ns eben Government should 
sag increase the number of native troops and enrol natives as Volunteers. 
agent also treat natives and Englishmen equally well. If it ‘does 50, 
mill be able to resist Russian advance. 
"19, The Samaya, of the 16th February, says that the English mem- | “mT 
is bers of the Boundary Commission have been = =~ — 
The difficulties of England. waiting for the Russian vat oe the last 
ths. Russia is trying to put off the sitting of the Commission. 
saeie diplensed with England for sending one thousand troops with the 
‘Commission. Russia is now circulating a rumour to the effect that Herat 
sno part of Afghanistan, and that the nobility and gentry of the place 
are quite willing to submit to Russian rule. 
Prince Bismarck has made an avnouncement in public, to the effect 
that he will put England to difficulty if she opposes the German policy 
of colonization. Many suspect that Germany and Russia have conspired 
against England. If England opposes Germany, Russia will march an 
army into Afghanistan, As the matter now stands, it has become doubtful 
whether the Boundary Commission can return with honour. The writer does 
not understand why the Government remains still indifferent in this matter. 
England, to preserve self-respect, should at once inform Russia that she is 
displeased with her conduct. ‘The writer is afraid lesta fourth Afghan war 
§ should become necessary in connection with the boundary question. 


13, The same paper says that the whole of Europe mourns the death 
of Gordon. The murderers of Gordon 


sacha so should be very severely punished. Every 
preparation is being made to have them punished. There is no doubt that 
the Mahdi will be destroyed with all his followers. 
14. The Mussulman Bandhu, of the 16th February, says that the Mossoumas Baxoav, 
 . English have not done well in interfering in Fe 16th, 1865. 
eae ga daa the affairs of the Soudan. The writer thinks 
that, ifan Indian Contingent is to be sent to the Soudan, the boastful 
Volunteers should be sent there. ‘The writer does not think that the Eng- 
lish who are making such vast preparations will come back without 
taking something. The English Government would do well at this juncture 
to come to terms with the Sultan of Turkey, who has some riglits in the 
Soudan, and who is trying to send troops to that country. If Italy under- 
takes to protect the coasts, the French have no reason to be annoyed. 
It is very difficult to crush the Mahdi’s troops. Many Generals have been 
killed, There is no knowing how many more will be killed to avenge the 
death of Gordon. The writer thinks that some steps should be taken 
by which all parties may be satisfied. 

15. The Som Prakdsh, of the 16th February, says that England sou Praxass, 
interfered in the internal administration of Fe? 14th, 1886. 
Egypt on a luckless day. The fall of 
Khartoum and the death of General Gordon are the consequences of that 
act. The English Ministry are entirely responsible for the death of 
General Gordon, Had the troops that are now marching to the Soudan 
been sent a little earlier, Gordon would have been saved and Khartoum 
Would not have fallen. The Ministry will suffer the consequences of this. 

If the Ministry cannot crush the Mahdi they will fall. The writer says 
that It 1s grossly unjust that India will have to defray the expenses of those 
odian troops who are being sent for service in the Soudan. 

16. The Chdru Vartd, of the 16th February, says that the disgrace  caanv Vann, 
of England will know no limits if she does — Fe». 16h, 1886. 
not avenge the death of General Gordon. 

But the news that troops will be. sent to 


The Soudan. 


Tha ‘ , . 
vay, Oudan War and Russian ad- 
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Egypt from India has alarmed the writer. Russians are now stationed nes 
the North-Western frontier of India. No one can be sure that they wr 
not invade Indiaif England is busy with the Soudan war. It is not advisab| 
to send away troops from India at this time. : 
Awana Bazar 17. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 16th February, 
Paik, an article headed the “Fall of Kh 
a from which we extract the following obserys. 
tions :—If England’s relations with European powers had been at presen: 
friendly, if there had been no misunderstanding with Russia about 
the Afghan boundaries, if English officials had not proceeded 1, 
Afghanistan for the purpose of fixing the boundaries of that kingdom 
and if, owing to the lack of far-sightedness on the part of Lord Lytton and 
Anglo-Indians, the confidence hitherto reposed by Europeans in hi 
country in natives had not been shaken, the fall of Khartoum would haye 
caused some anxiety to Englishmen merely on account of General Gordon. 
But now it is not merely the fate of that General that has made the English 
nation uneasy. The Mahdi’s victory and the fall of the. heroic Generg| 
Gordon are likely to excite the fanaticism of every Mahomedan, and jf 
Mussulmans get excited, there are likely to be difficulties both in India and 
Afghanistan, and further the fate of Sir Peter Lumsden in the latter country 
may be similar to that which has overtaken General Gordon in Khartoum, 
These and similar thoughts are distracting the minds of Englishmen, 
Hence it is that the endeavours now being madé to put down the Mahdi 
are not so much due to a desire to save General Gordon, if that General 
should be still alive, or to avenge -his death if he has died, as to the fear that 
if the Madhi were not soon put down further troubles would be likely to befall 
the British empire. The Daily News appeals to the loyalty of the natives 
of India, and asks them to come to the aid of the British Government in 
this hour of difficuity. But do the editors of the Das!y News, the English 
man and other papers really desire that natives should show their 
loyalty ? If that were the case, why did they become so much annoyed 
when natives showed their loyalty to Lord Ripon ? 
Axaxpa BAZAR 18. The same paper remarks that there is no ground for the appre & 


or S hension that Russia will occupy Herat. Of 
of russia in Central Asia and increase eourge, if Russian troops occupy Herat, Eng. 
lish soldiers in India will have to be employed 
against the enemy, and Anglo-Indians seem to fear that in that case the 
natives will rebel. They therefore counsel an increase in the number 
of Volunteers. Now it is a fact that natives are sincerely loyal to the 
British Government, but if Anglo-Indians are enrolled as Volunteers, and 
entrusted during an emergency with the task of defending India against 
her people, the oppressions of the defenders will very likely drive native 
into rebellion. ‘Tne policy of increasing the number of Volunteers 18 not 
therefore wise. 

gig se Rages 19. The same paper remarks that the fall of Khartoum has caused 
sik of Wiiei great sorrow to the English. There 13 sortow 
| for the death of General Gordon, as well # 

for the fact that the defeat has been inflicted by the savage Arabs. 
Russian General Skobeleff defeated the equally savage Turkoman hordes 


in Central Asia, and Englishmen will be ashamed if Lord Wolseley camo 
defeat the Arabs. 

Papp ieagins 20. The Navavibhdlar, of the 16th February, doubts whether the 
ee Burmese king and his ministers are really ® 
| é ma 
oppressive as the English merchants of ag * 
represent them to be. The English value commerce very much. cS 

placing of obstacles in the way of the extension of English trade by ¢ 


Burmese king has enraged them beyond measure. It being 8 imphet 


COntains 
artoum,” 


. wa 3 
+h jg not to be placed in their statements. Because the Burmese king is 
s the English merchants are trying to deprive him of his kingdom on 
the ground of his hostility to free trade principles. But they cannot 
say anything to Prince Bismarck, who 1s trampling upon those principles. 
Be that as it may, the British Government wil] have to do its best to extend 
British trade in Burmah, But this may be effected without dethroning the 
eeaesnatt should not listen to the propogal of the English merchants in 
Burmah for the annexation of that country. It is said that Lord Dufferin 
has entertained the above proposal somewhat favourably. Admiral Hewett 
has been ordered to Mandalay. The eaitor says that. even if no treaty has 
been made between the Burmese king and the French, it is not improbable 
that such a treaty may be made. The English are in a perilous situation 
‘,the Soudan. The relations of England with Russia, Germany, aod 
France are strained. It is by no means advisable to prepare the way for 
disaster by attempts to occupy Burmah. If the English Government can 
facilitate the extension of British trade in Burmah by friendly persuasion, it 
maydoso. The trade with Burmah is even now extensive. The English 
should not be excessively greedy at once. The English are trying to destroy 
the monopoly of the Burmese king from the fear lest the French should 
destroy the English monopoly. But they should remember that the French, 
whose rivalry they dread, will be benefited if they quarrel with the 
Burmese king. | 
21. The same paper says that such a stratagem as that by which the 
Mahdi drew away Gordon’s troops from 
Khartoum by pretending to attack Omdurman 
israrely displayed by civilized European Generals. It is true that the 
Soudanese are uneducated and barbarous, and that the Mahdi and his 
followers are monsters who carry on slave trade. But even monsters are 
inepired by a divine feeling when fighting for freedom. The Soudanese are 
now full of a divine enthusiasm. Mr. Gladstone has committed a great 
error and wrong by waging an unjust war against the patriotic Arabi and 
his followers. Hadthere been no Egyptian war there would have been no 
Soudan war also. But it is useless to condemn the British Minister for that 
which cannot be remedied now. Reckless courage in the conduct of the 
Soudan war is as much to be deprecated as undue caution. Lord Wolseley 
may be placed in command of all the troops, but it should be provided 
that he will have to listen to the counsels of experienced commanders. 
Indian troops can be commanded by their own English officers only. It 
thould be provided that Indian troops may not have to obey the illegal 
orders of General Wolseley. England should now try her best to remain on 
— good terms with the European powers, 
22. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 17th February, says that it was 
in an evil hour that the British Government 
interfered in the affairs of Egypt. It is getting 
More and more entangled in that country. It sent Gordon to the Soudan, 
but did nothing to protect him from the hands of the enemy. N othing can 
be more shameful for England than this. England was not so greatly insulted 
fora long time. Now that the enemies are laughing at her, England has 
Come to her senses. The English have gained nothing by their interference 
in Egypt. They have captured Arabi, it is true, but what have they gained by 
it? They have spent a large sum of money without being able to make any 
‘rangement for the good government of Egypt, and they have estranged 
oe Pelings of the great powers. The Soudan war will cost them much in 
“ly money. Russia is trying to take this Opportunity to put them to 
é. They will not gain their object by establishing their sway in Egypt, 


weak, 


England and the Soudan. 


The Egyptian question. 


king. The English Government is now in a difficult situation. © 
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bat will be involved in danger. The result of the war is burieg 
the woinb of futurity. 


8. The Surabhi, of the 17th Febroary, says that the death, of 
General Gordon has awakened the desire of 
revenge in the hearts of Englishmen. Pre. 
parations for war aré tow being made on all sides. The Soudan will how 
bé deluged with blood. But what will England gain by this? he vill 
éhrfi dis#race and not glory by a war in the Soudan. 


94. The same paper says that before this Russian papers diq not 
Russian papers and the invasion of recommend t he invasion of India. But now 
fadia. two influential newspapers, which are believed 
to repfesent the opinion of the Russian Government, are openly Writing 
about the invasion of India. The error of those who think that Russa 
does not mean to invade India has now been proved. 
55. The same paper says that the English people are very disple 
7 ‘with the Gladstone Ministry for ie por “wor 
| in sending succour to General Gordon. Fron 
the present state of affairs, it appears that the Liberal Ministry will soo 
fall. If the Tories come into power, war will be waged in all quarters 
The fall of the Liberal Ministry will be very injurious to India. ‘indian 
have not yet forgotten the acts of Lord Lytton and the Marquis of Salisbury 
Indians desire that the Liberal Ministry may not fall. 
26. The same paper proposes that the troops of the native princes 
The sending of the trodps uf the native should be sent tothe Soudan instead of the 
princes to the Soudan, = === = troops of Government. The native princes 
will consent to this. If this is done, the strength of the Indian Army wil 
not be reduced. : 
27. The same paper says that India should not be compelled to defray 
The expenses incarred for the Indian the expenses incurred for the Indian troops who 


England and the Soudaa. 


The Liberal Ministry. 


troops who will besent to the Soudan. = = wi] be sent to the Soudan. The Editor hopes 
that Lord Dufferin will shew his love of justice by refusing to make Indi 
defray those expenses. ie 

28. "The same paper says that it is impossible to ascertain wher 


the evil consequences of the bombardment 
| of Alexandria will end. Much blood and 
treasure has been wasted already. Five to six hundred persons on the 
English side have been killed. The great Gordon has darkened the world by 
his departure from it. Countless men on the Mahdi’s side have lost their lives 
Numerous poor Egyptians also have been destroyed. It is impossible to 
count the future evils. A clear reflection will show that the real danger o 
England will begin with the conquest of the Soudan. The conquest of the 
Soudan will probably be easy if Knglish and Indian troops unite. After the 
subjugation of the Mahdi, England will have to make the Soudan 
independent and to make Zebekr Pasha itsking. But Mr. Gladstone and 
others heartily dislike Zebehr Pasha for being a slave trader. If the Soudan 
is not made independent, either Egypt or England will have to govern It 
But Egypt has not now men or money enough to govern another country, 
consequently England will have to occupy the Soudan. But France, 
cormeng, Russia, all will protest against such a step on the part of 
ingiand, 

29. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 18th February, says that 
ee a since the massacre by Nana Saheb, the English, 
oe tere have come to suspect both the people and the 

p people 
princes of India. This suspicion is the cause of the Arms Act and of the 
attempts persistently made to abolish the armies of the native prmoc® 


The Soudan War. 
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ies of this policy are laying the axe at their own feet. 

he. q pcre rueethgoen. after the repeated dieplay of loyalty by the 

00 trust them. They think unfavourably of the aspirations of the 
wat” The /‘angabdst, of the 21st February, says that Russia has not 
| yet sent her representatives to the Boundary 
Commission, and that the Czar has expressed his 
dissatisfaction at Sir Peter Lumsden’s taking a very large escort with him, 
gir Peter complains that Russia has without any justification taken posses- 
“on of the Pult Khatun, and that she is trying to deprive the Ameer of the 
Pendje. The writer does not believe that Sir Peter will succeed in gain- 
ing his object. Whether the boundary is settled or not, there 1s no doubt 
hat sooner or later Russia and England will have to fight for India. N ow 
the question is, where will the quarrel be decided? ‘There are some who 
say that India is very well fortified by nature, and that there isno necessity 
for going beyond her natural boundaries. A powerful enemy is at hand, 
and a certain section of the English people in India is doing its best to 
estrange the feelings of the people from their rulers. They should remem- 
ber that in the case of a foreign invasion the natives of India are their best 
friends, and that without the assistance of the natives they will not be able to 
| resist it. : 


Russia in Central Asia. 


PusLic ADMINISTRATION, 


81. The Paridorshak, of the 8th February, is glad to notice that Mr. 
Mr. Elliot's circular on the Webb illiot, the Chief Commissioner of Assam, has 
cate issued a circular on the subject of the trial of 
Europeans, based on the remarks of the Government of India on the Webb 

‘case, to all the Commissioners and Deputy Cummissioners in Assam, 
32. The same paper is glad to notice that Mr. Elliot has, during his 
oe tour in Cachar, prohibited the tea-planters to 

Mr. Elliot’s philanthropy. 


employ any but passed native doctors in their 


gardens, and has expressed his regret that during his administration the mor- 


tality among the coolies has become very great. 


oo. The same paper says that Hamid Bakt Shaheb knows neither 


Hamid Bakt Shaheb. Bengali nor English. It was once proposed 


to give him the powers of athird class Magis- 
trate, but his ignorance of the above languages stood in his way. But 


he continues to hold an appointment worth Rs. 400 per mensem, 


because he gives one or two dinners every year to the Chief Commissioner, 
04, The same paper says that Government is encouraging drunken- 
The excise revenue, ness for the sake of movey. T e ruin of the 


ae _--— Matives does not affect Government as long 
as this brings money into its coffers. 


00. The same paper gives an account of Mr. Hext’s killing a 
Mr. Hext’s case, Mahomedan lad for not salaaming him, and 


28 remarks that Hindus will not sympathise with 
the Mahomedans in this case, and that the country’s grievances will not 
® removed until these two races come to feel for each other. 


30. The same paper complains that the present constitution of the 
“SSR a a Bengal Legislative Couneil jis extremely 
defective. It passes into law whatever is 

Proposed by Government. The writer proposes that two-thirds of the 
‘otal number of members for the Council should be elected by the munici- 
palities and one-third nominated by Government. Members sbould hold 
ollice for three years, and then there should be a general election.. The 


j 


“ontrol of Provincial finance should be placed in the hands of the Council. 
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$7, The same paper says that Moulvie Abdul Kader, the } 


Moulvie Abdol Kader, the head con- constable of the Rajnagar thana, Covered 
stable of the Bajnagar thans. notice-board in the thana with a ¢ a 


0 
Bangabasi before affixing any notice paper thereto. Unfortunately be 
issue of the Bangabdst contained a picture of the Francis case. Th 
Chief Commissioner, on- coming to inspect the thana, saw the picture 
annoyed with the head constable, and wrote a letter to the Inspect. 
General of Police, and the poor wan has been degraded in consequence 
The writer hopes that the Chief Commissioner will kindly reconside; the 
poor man’s case. , 
88. The same paper complains that the transfer for three months 
The transfer of a post office to Mana of the Sy lhet post office to Mana Rai’s Tilla 
Rai’s Tilla, will cause great inconvenience to the people 
concerned. It therefore prays that a sub-post office should be establishey _ 
at the old site at least for three months. 
89. An “Outspoken” correspondent, writing to the same paper, gq 
Complaint against the Sylhet Muni- that the roads in the Sylhet Municipality are 
cipality. in a very wretched state. The drains are not 
properly levelled, the road in front of Kazir Bazar was repaired during 
the rainy season at a very unnecessarily large cost, the clock to perpetuate 
the memory of Ali Mahomet has not been placed in its proper position, and the 
driver of the conservancy cart drives it through the streets at 11 o'clock to 
the great annoyance of the passers. The writer asks, whether the fireworks 
in honour of the Chief Commissioner were paid for from the Municipality, 
and if so, why were not all respectable gentlemen invited to attend. 
40. The Sahachar, of the llth February, says that, because the 
The Enquiry Commission's report. evidence taken ab first by the Enquiry Con: 
mission was completely favourable to the 
Municipality, the xglishman growled. For this reason the Commission 
examined Dr. Payne and several other Anglo-Indians. Mr. Cotton proposed 
that, when the Municipal Commissioners could not be found fault with for 
the sanitary arrangements in the European quarter of the town, it should be 
ascertained from the evidence of respectable natives what the condition of the 
native quarter was then and had been formerly. Mr. Beverley and Dr, 
Lidderdale cannot but be aware that Calcutta is now considered so healthy 
that men come to it from the North-Western Provinces to recover health. 
But Mr. Beverley and Dr. Lidderdale held that the taking of such evidence 
as was proposed by Mr. Cotton had no relation with the work of the Qon- 
mission. Without taking this evidence the Commission has pronounced the 
Municipality guilty, and has made some recommendations. There is nothing 
new in the recommendations, but as it was necessary to make them for shov- 
ing the neglect of the Commissioners they have been made. How Gover 
ment itself can improve the health of a place is proved by the state of the 
whole country, and especially by that of the Suburbs. The chief objectiot 
of Dr. Payne and Mr. Justice Cunningham is that natives should not be 
entrusted with the municipal administration of the town. Many Europeats 
signed the memorial against the Municipality owing to race animosily. 
Many of those again who signed it would not have done so if they had 
known the real intention of the memorial. Under these circumstances, | 
Sir Rivers Thompson is a real friend of the Municipality, he shoul 
not proceed further. He should know that not only the eye of the whole of 
Calcutta, but that of the whole of India, is upon him. If he behaves i0® 
crooked way towards the Calcutta Municipality at the time of the introduction 
of Self-Government in the country, he will injure himself. He should a!” 
consider how rash it is to injure an institution which the people value 6 
much. The Government representatives on the Enquiry Commission bare 
been obliged to admit the vast improvements effected by the Municipals 
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-Governor appointed the Commission owing to the wiles of 
The L 7 ‘al to think that, when the ultimate decision rests with 
Aa? proof of a little carelessness on the part of the Municipality will 
- » for its condemnation. But no such carelessness has been proved. The 
eet tells the Lieutenant-Governor, in the interests of the public and in 
en of himself, that His Honor should not proceed further. The Lieute- 
nt-Governor must be aware that the people no longer repose any faith in 
his justice. This 1s not the fault of the people. Natives have sought to 
make friends with him, but he is attacking them. 

41. The same paper says that Mr. Griffiths bas gained notoriety for 
ossessing a very irritable temper. The 
Editor hopes that he will disprove this rumour 
: ing as Principal of the Presidency College. 
On the same “sapee is glad that Babu Radhika Prasanna Mukerjea 

: has been appointed Officiating Inspector of 
Babu Radbike Praranna Moterje® Schools, Presidency Circle. The writer 
hopes that Babus Radhika Prasanna Mukerjea and Brahma Mohun Mullick 
will prove like Babu Bhudeb Mukerjea that the statement of Anglo-Indians 
that natives cannot discharge the duties attached to high offices satisfac- 
torily and in an impartial spirit is without foundation. . 
43. The same paper has heard that salt manufactories will soon be 
re-established in India. Perhaps Indians will 
now be saved from the hanas of the salt 


Mr. Griffiths. 


Re-establishment of salt mannfactories. 


manufacturers of Liverpool. 

44, The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor said the other 
The Heslth Association and the Gay that the Health Association should not 
Lieutenant-Governor. be suspected as a rival of the Calcutta Muni- 
cipality. Though natives are called dishonest orientals, grave suspicions 
have been aroused in their minds by the actions of many Christian 


Europeans. The idea held by the Lieutenant-Governor about one’s loving 

one’s neighbour has shaken the confidence of natives in the moral 
character of Huropeans. 

45, The same paper says that, knowing that he cannot abolish the 

The Licutenant-Governor and Native elective system which has been introduced by 


Municipal Commissioners, 


the Supreme Government, the Lieutenant- 
Governor and his party are trying to deprive the Native Municipal Com- 
missioners of power by increasing the number of the Kuropean Commissioners. 
46. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor has distinctly 
The policy of producing disunion Stated that the different races of the Bengal 
between different races, Presidency can never be welded together into 
one nationality. The writer says that the efforts of both Sir Ashley Eden and 
Sir Rivers Thompson to produce disunion between Beharis and Bengalis 
have failed. Still the Znglishman is trying to make the Mussulmans hostile 
lo the Hindus. These efforts are vain. In Bengal, atleast, there is no more 
hostility between the Hindus and the Mussulmans than that between the 
Protestants and the Catholics in England. Rapidly the different races of 
ndia are being welded together into one nationality, Was any Hindu 
dissatisfied at the appointment of Syud Mahmud as a J udge of the 
Allahabad High Court? Does any Hindu distrust Nawab Abdul Luteef or 
Syud Amir Hossein? The policy of sowing disunion has been found 
Out. Has the Englishman been inspired by the Lieutenant-Governor? Is 
i anothor instance of love to one’s neighbour? ‘The pecking of the worth- 
less cock is terrible. 
47. The same paper says that the Suburban Municipality should 
ban am Sunker Sen andtheSubur. Secure the services of Baboo Ram Sunker Sen. 


the « _. He is the only man who will be able to steer 
© Vessel of a free municipality safely through the shoals and rocks of 
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the Thompsonian administration, and to remove the bad impression Caused 
in the public mind by the recent scandals in that municipality, 

48. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 11th February, says that 
matter of deep regret that though the 
tax was imposed on the distinct 
standing that the money thus collected would be spent for the re 
distress, it was spent upon the Afghan War. The tax is also very 
assessed. An official deputed for making assessments goes to a 
and gathers the chowkidars and the members of the punchayats of different 
villages. Heasks them to give a list of the persons who can pay the 
license tax. In villages persons are hostile to one another. The men thus 
asked for a list give the names of those persons to whom they bear ill-wil] 
This manner of assessment is very unjust. Assessments should be mais 
after the ascertainment of persons’ incomes by proper enquiries. 

49, The same paper says that the native public are ignorant; cop. 

sequently they cannot state their grievance, 
The grievances of the native public are map 
known by educated natives. The Lieutenant-Governor should not dis. 
please educated natives who are the leaders of public opinion. 

50. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has increased the glory 

of the Queen and Parliament, and gladdened 


Indians by promising to rule Indians without 
any distinction of colour and creed. This has displeased Anglo-Indians, 


The writer hopes that this will enable His Excellency to find out the Anglo. 
Indians. 
51. The same paper is glad that the Commissioners of the Commillah 
Election of Chairman by the Comillah Municipality have courageously elected Baboo 
Municipality. Shib Chunder Aich as Chairman in spite of the 
presence of the Magistrate at the meeting, and in spite of the proposal 
by an Englishman that the Magistrate be elected Chairman. 
52. The same paper says that the time has arrived for the introduc- 
siti nes tion of the system of trial by jury into most 
rere: of the districts in Bengal. 
53. The Lungpore Dik Prakash, of the12th February, is afraid that 


mild ciated te Daas: fresh taxes will be imposed upon the people 


ae of Bengal under the Patwari Law now before 
the Legislative Council of Bengal. The writer thinks that it is the duty of 


Government to keep a record of lands, and that fresh taxes should not be 
levied for that purpose. 

54. Thesame paper is glad that the attention of Government ha 

ia alla been directed towards the relief of the distress 


caused by scarcity of food. The writer hopes 
that his wealthy countrymen will come forward to help the needy. 


55. The Arya Darpan, of the 18th February, says that Sir Rives 


in is 
i ai ial Thompson has shown weakness in | 


speech at the Trades’ Dinner. The purport o 
that speech is that Sir Rivers does not like that the natives should get high 


appointments under the State. He has no sympathy with the miscirec 

aspirations of the educated native community. With the spread of edace 
tion the work of Government has become very difficult. 

56. ‘The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson presided at the grea 
Sir Rivers Thompson and the Bible, leeting of Christian Missionaries held at 

ee Calcutta. He professes himself to be 3 8% 
Christian. Under such circumstances if any wrong interpretation of any (nrs- 
tian doctrine falls from his mouth, it will have a very mischievous result. He 

is expected to encourage the aspirations of the educated natives, but inste 
of doing that he says that he has no sympathy with them. Not content mith 
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expressing his want of sympathy with the educated natives, he said that the 

recept of the Bible which enjoins one to love ones neighbours as one’s self 
ras not given to be carried out into practice. The writer can bear with Sir 
Rivers if he is not willing to grant the natives equality with Europeans, but 
he cannot tolerate the idea that His Honor should put a wrong interpre- 
tation upon a noble precept of the Bible to support his position. 

e7? The Pratikar, of the 13th February, says that Mr. Anderson, the 

new Magistrate of Moorshedabad, is a high- 

Mr. Anderson, the Magistrate of Moor- minded map, and hopes that he will employ 

shedabad. himself in supplying the wants of the people. 
He has all the qualifications of a popular Magistrate. 

58. The same paper does not approve of the idea of consulting the 
district authorities on the question of the 
introduction of the system of trial by jury in 
the mofussil. ‘To ask the opinion of the civilians who opposed the Ibert 
Bill on this question would be tantamount to giving up the idea of its intro- 
duction. The ruler who has referred the matter to civilians said the other day 
that with the spread of civilization the work of Government was becoming 
more and more difficult. 

59. The same paper says that various acts of the present Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal have shown that he is not 
for upholding the proclamation of the Queen. 
The speech at the Trades’ dinner discloses the inmost thoughts of his mind. 
He often complains that native papers abuse him. The writer says that 
Bengalis are not so ungrateful as not to praise any good work. They of course 
do not spare any one who does anything wrong. Lord Dufferin expounded 
his liberal policy at the Trades’ dinner. Why did Sir Rivers show his 
narrow-mindedness? Does not the British Government want to raise the 
country ? Why did he try to trample the liberal policy of England under 
foot? If a Governor is liberal in the country, he has the best chance of 
living for ever in the affections of the people. 

60. The same paper is glad to hear that four Appellate Benches 
are to be shortly established, and that 
| wy Babus Mahendra Nath Buse, Amritlall 
‘ami ag is sgt Kumar Seal and Srinath Rai are to be appointed 

61. The same paper says that it was settled some time ago that Rani 
Arnakali Devi would have the charge of the 
“y education of her minor son Kumar Ashutosh 

al, and that Government would have the management of the Kumar’s estates. 
But since the time that Mr. Oswell came to Berhampore as tutor to the 
mae Raja of Kishnaghore, an attempt has been made to deprive the Rani of 
| e charge of her son's education. The Magistrate of Moorshedabad is on 
and pol Farrer isin charge of the district, and he wants to put the 
“ at under the tuition of Mr. Oswell who is said to be a friend of his. 
é Rani wants to educate her child as a Hindoo, and wants to put him 
oe some respectable Hindoo teacher. The minors who are educated by 
peans cultivate European tastes, and do not learn the manners and 


Customs of their own people, and so the Rani d t 3 
should be brought up by a lsd oes not want that her child 


62. The same paper is not satisfied with the present constitution of 


The Legislative Council of Bengal.  *H€ Bengal Legislative Council with its nine 
. ; official and four non-official. members. It 
ee s to re-organize the Council on a representative basis, two-thirds of the 
ers being appointed by the municipalities and one-third appointed 

Y overnment. But the Government nominees must not be officials. 


The introduction of the jury system. 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 


The Appellate Benches. 
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63. A correspondent writing to the same paper notices that Baboo Kea 

ss Nath Chakravarti, the Sub-Inspector of Pol 7 
The Police Sub-Inspector of Jalang1. Jalangi, has by force cut ire ad oak + 
the thana for his private use a jack tree belonging to one Kshetramay 
Dasya. The gomasta of the owner went to the thana to lodge a complaint 
under section 879 of the Indian Penal Code, but his complaint wa, not 
listened to. 

64. The Education Gazette, of the 13th February, publishes a letter 

aa from the Rampore Hat Sadbhai Uddinan 

Famine in Bengal. Sabha, appealing to the public for help t, 
relieve the distress in Rampore Hat. ee 

65. The same paper says that, after perusing all the papers in cop. 
nection with the alleged cruelties in the 
Presidency Jail, the Lieutenant-Governo 
has come to the conclusion that the statements made inthe Svatesmap 
were false and exaggerated, and that it was unworthy of the Statesman t 
publish such statements without any attempt at verification. 

66. The Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 18th February, says that some. 

Six months’ study inaschool necessary time in September last the Director of Public 
to enable one to appear in the Entrance Instruction issued a circular to all heads of 
— schools authorising the promotion of deserving 
students to the Entrance Class with a view that they might appear in the 
ensuing examination in April after a study of six months as prescribed by 
the rules. But now the Registrar of the Calcutta University would admit 
only those who have studied in the Entrance Class from the Ist of July. 
This step taken by the Registrar has put those who were promoted under 
the circular of the Director to great inconvenience. ‘The matter has been 
referred to Mr. Ilbert, the Vice-Chancellor. 

67. leferring to the speech of Sir Rivers Thompson at the Trade’s 
dinner, the Prajé Bandhu, of the 13th Feb- 
ruary, says that, at the time of Lord Ripon’ 
departure from this country, Sir Rivers showed his sympathy for the 
natives, and thereby secured his knighthood. But now that his object ba 
been secured, he publicly says that he has no sympathy for natives. bravo 
Thompson ! Thanks to the British Government! It has placed the gover- 
ment of the country in the hands of one who has no sympathy with tue 
people ? 

68. A correspondent writing to the same paper complains that, if any 

The Deputy Magistrate of Perozepore ag lodges a complaint before Baboo Shash 
a pre: Shekhar Datta, the Deputy Magistrate of 
Perozepore, he instantly rejects it. The reason for doing so is that Gover 
ment praised him for the number of cases being very small in his sub- 
division. Three murders have taken place in the sub-division very lately, 
but the writer thinks that, if people were not under the impression that their 
cases would be dismissed, the trifling matters for which the murders hare 
pee committed would have been settled before the Deputy Magistrate long 
efore.. 


69. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 18th February, says '% 

Sir Rivers Thompson and the educated Sir Rivers speaks of the educated - 

natives munity as a small section, but, says “" 
writer, it is certain that this small section is gradually leading the wool 
native community. Sir Rivers says that the pretensions of this section br 


exaggerated, but he does not adduce any of these pretensions to show '™ 


The report of the Jail Commission. 


Sir Rivers Thompson’s speech. 


_ they are really so. The writer says that the aspirations of the native are 


in perfect accordance with the policy of the British Government. sh 
educated native considers himself insulted by the remarks of Sit Rive 
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ed the feelings of the leaders of the native society. Lord 
in Koos full well iba thoie ought to be perfect good feeling between 
the euler and the ruled. From Sir Rivers’ speech His Lordship has perhaps 
some to know how the faults of individual officials lower the respect for the 
it] vernment. 
ae the Samdehdr Chandrikd, of the 14th February, says that 
Th defaleation in the funds of the Toolsey Churn Nundi has misappropriated 
pjstrict Charitable Society. Rs. 38,000 from the funds of the District 
Charitable Society. The writer thinks that the property of Toolsey should be 
sold to make good the loss which these funds dedicated to the poor have 
ed. 
we 1. The Grdmvdrté Prakdshikd, of the 14th February, approves of the 
election of Babus Taruk Govinda Maitra and 
Navadwip Chandra Pal as Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman respectively of the Kumarkhali Municipality, and draws the atten- 
tion of the Commissionersto the dirty and jungly spots within the municipality. 
72. Referring to the intended visit of the Nizam to Europe, 
the same paper remarks that this visit should 
have been paid during his minority, for now 
who will look after his Government during his absence ? 
73. The same paper thinks that the independence shown by Muni- 
cipal Commissioners in the election of Chair- 
= and Vice-Chairmen augurs well for the 
uture. 
74. The same paper asks all native newspapers to join in an agita- 
tion to secure the admission of natives into the 
army. ‘The natives, when they enter the army, 
will be a source of strength to the English. Even the weak Bengali will 
make a good soldier. The natives are loyal to the English, and they would 
not desert them. At present natives are not allowed to use arms, In 
the case of a foreign invasion therefore they will be killed like domestic 
animals, The present policy of Government by disarming them makes 
them weak, and that to such an extent that they have to ask the aid of the 
police to kill even a dog. 
75. The same paper does not fully agree with Mr. Broughton when he 
RE i says that. the ill-paid amla in the mofussil 
supplement their income with bribes, but it con- 
demns the custom of getting work done by unpaid apprentices who are not 
responsible servants, and asks Government to introduce a system of paid 
apprentices as is in vogue in the Postal Department. 
76. A correspondent writing to the same paper asks the people in- 
The dredging of the Navaganga. habiting the banks of the Navaganga and 
: its branches to get up a memorial to Govern- 
gp hand ne of that important river in the Jhenida sub-division of 
ric 


“7. The Sanjivant, of the 14th February, says that candidates were 
ee _ allowed to appear in the Entrance Examina- 
tion, + euiinee Bonin: Gan af the Calcutta University if they had 
ah studied in the Entrance Class from the Ist 
4 y preceding. But now that the examination takes. place in April instead 
: ecember, any student who has studied in that class:from the Ist of 
orember should be allowed to appre. If study from the lst July is 
nsisted upon as before, as has been done, it will entail hardship upon mapy. 
/ The same paper learns from a correspondent at Jorehat that 

Sr. Hext’s cage, Mr. Hext, who was accused of murdering a 
death Mahomedan lad, has been acquitted. Phe 
as been pronounced accideatal by the Assistant Commissioner. 
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The writer does not understand why, if the case be one of accide 
of whipping should be visible on the person of the deceased, 
Sanstvant, 74, The same paper says that two Kuropeans were robbing a sUcarcan 
Feb. 14th, 1886. plantation at Bangalore when the own : 
Europeans robbing sugarcane at made his appearance; a scuffle ensued " 
— which one of the Europeans fired at the owner. 
The neck of the poor man was scorched. The writer is anxious to kyvp 
how the offenders are punished. 
Sazstvast 80 The same paper says that Mr. Walker has made an affidavit before 
the High Court to the effect that Mr. Bret 
did not consalt the assessors in releasing 
Laluram Panday ; that he did not record the depositions of witnesses ; that 
he did not read the judgment in open court; and that he did not date 
and sign the judgment. Baboo J adunath Gossami, a Pleader of the 
Mozufferpore court, who was present at the court at the time, says that 
Mr. Walker’s allegations are all false; and yet Mr. Walker did not hesitate 
to move the High Court on such false grounds. 
Sastvent. 81. The same paper says that the whole country condemns the 
speech of Sir Rivers Thompson at the Trade’s 
dinner. The Indian Association have ex. 
pressed their opinion on the speech. It says that all the political associa. 
tions of the country should protest against the speech, and should apply to 
Government for Sir Rivers Thompson’s removal. | 
82. The same paper is very glad to notice that Babu Radhakanta 
Banerji, the Deputy Magistrate in charze 
of Budbud, is an able and dutiful officer. 
But it condemns the order of the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division 
prohibiting the grant of relief to some of those men who appeared to him 
to be a little plump, and also the order prohibiting the grant of rice to those 
Mahomedan females who never come out of their homes. The cost of 
establishing and maintaining the Annachhatras is defrayed by public sub- . 
scription, and Government does not pay a pice for them, and yet the Con- 
missioner prevents the grant of relief to the needy. The writer protests 
against such orders. If there is any one who can take notice of such 
misconduct let him do it, otherwise let the Deputy Magistrate of Budbud 
have the full power of spending the money raised by subscription without & 
any interference from the Commissioner. 
menertans- 83. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor hoped that 
the violence of the native newspapers would 
subside with the settlement of certain legisla- 
tive measures which had evoked it. But His Honor is displeased to find that 
these papers still indulge in language which no other Government would 
ever have tolerated. The writer says that, as long as Sir Rivers Thompson 13 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and as long as cases like those of Webb and Glover 
take place, so long these newspapers will not cease to use such language. 
84. The same paper, in noticing the dismissal of Laluram -Panday 
from the Police service for the part he took 
in Mr. Walker’s case, remarks that it is for 
this reason that native police officers did not venture to investigate 
Mr. Glover’s case at Dacca. No police officer was dismissed for arresting 
and bringing a native zemindar on foot to Mymensingh who was discharged 
because of lis innocence, but Laluram is dismissed for bringing Mr. Walker 
to Purneah on an elephant, because Mr. Walker is an Englishman. 
85. ‘The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson has expressed bis 
The Report of the Jail Commission,  SUrprise at the conduct of the Statesman, an 
has expressed his satisfaction that the cbars@ 
brought by the Statesman against the jail officers have all been disprove” 
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‘ter can show that the charges that have been proved 
1g ra Apacs slight nature. Without the good offices of the S/atesman 
ri oublic would have known nothing of the cruelties practised in the 
Presidency Jail, which escaped the notice of Government, the Inspector- 
General of Jails, and even of the Honorary Visitors of that jail. The 
ariter does not think it proper that visitors should be appointed members 
of the Commission of Enquiry. If all the charges had been proved it would 
not have been very creditable to them, and would have shown that they 
people have not sufficient confidence in the Commission, Government is 
responsible for it. The writer does not say that the members of the 
Commission have wilfully suppressed facts, but such is the weakness of 
human nature that one is more apt to see the bright side of ones 
own work than the black side. Sir Rivers Thompson has himself 
admitted that Ruton died of heat apoplexy, and it has also been proved 
that the man was made to stand in the sun. He was punished on 
the 12th, he got fever on the 13th, and he died on the 14th. The doctor 
does not-connect the death with the punishment. But the Commission says 
that death from heat apoplexy is very rare. If the death was not caused 
by the punishment, it should have been explained how it had been caused, 
but no attempt has been made in that direction, Sir Rivers Thompson 
considers official censure as a sufficient punishment for the offences of 
Mr. Beadon. But Mr. Beadon has been warned that in case he commits 
such offences again he will be dismissed. Nothing better can be expected in 
the administration of Sir Rivers. The writer appeals to his countrymen to 
try to get the removal of Sir Rivers. If he remains for a long time the 
ruler of Bengal people will lose their respect for the British Government, a 
, contingency which is not at all desirable. 


86. The same paper in giving an account of Mr. Glover’s case remarks 


possible only in Assam. But it has been dis- 
abused. Who ever knew that such things could happenin Dacca? The hand 


is unable to record such events. If such events cannot rouse the people, 
they are not men but brutes. Mr. Harris has fined Mr. Glover Rs. 200 
only. ‘The writer asks his readers to judge whether the case has been proved. 
He adjures his pen to stop, and says that unless God delivers them from such 
oppressions the people will not be saved. | 

87. The same paper says that the abolition of the Wards’ Institution 


is Debacle Wank, has made the expenses of educating wards 


very heavy, and still they are not properly 
educated. They learn to hate their countrymen andto dislike their 


relations from their European tutors. Mr. Oswell, the tutor of the young 
' Raja of Kishnagore, is said to be a distant relation of Sir Rivers Thompson. 

He gets a pay of Rs. 500, and has assistants. The cost of the education of 
the Raja is Rs. 1,000 a month, though his income is not more than 
Rs. 30,000 or Rs. 40,000 a year. People wish that the Raja were brought 
back to Kishnagore, but in that case Mr. Qswell would lose his appoint- 
ment. Not satisfied with his Rs. 500 a month, Mr. Oswell now wants to 
set another pupil, namely, the minor son of Rai Annada Prosad Rai of 

assimbazar. The mother of the minor is his legal guardian, and she does 
not like to have her son trained up by a European. But the manager, Bagala 


*000, recommends the appointment of Mr. Oswell, and he is supported 


by Mr Farrer, the Joi 1 
Fis doom ’ oint- Magistrate. he moth . 
trating, hess. tetas Sasa ag 5 other 1s of course remons 


88. The special famine correspondent of the same paper continues 
Pamine in Burdwan his remarks on the ‘famine in Burdwan. 


7 


were remiss in their work of inspection. Under such circumstances, if 


: : that it thought such failures of justice were . 
r. Glover’s case. 


B ii Raghunathpore is four miles to the west of - 
udbud, the condition of the people there is very. wretched. They at first 
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resorted to the Annachhatra at Chak Tentulia. But the officers employed 
in itdid not give them full meals, and they have ceased to go there. 
Dharla is to the north-east of-the above. It contains 20 families of 
Chowars and 20 families of respectable men. They are not at present i, 
very great want, but after Falgun their sufferings will commence. Man 
houses in Kotabpur have been deserted. The village appears to be the ver. 
table den of Pluto. Barasorai isa Mahomedan village. The people are in ye 

great want. They neither go to the Annachhatras nor have anything to 
eat at home. The Deputy Magistrate used to give them money and rice 
but he has discontinued his charity. The people of Hansowa used to go to the 
Annachhatra at Cloak Tentulia, but on their return home one night a poor 
woman lagged behind, and she was devoured by jackals, and 80 they do not 
any longer go there. The able-bodied men do not get work. Baboo Beni. 
madhub Mallik applied to Government for a loan to enable him to dig a tank 
and to throw up an embankment, but he has not yet received any reply, 
Two families of Sadgops and three or four families ef Muchis are in oreat 
distress at Patiha. The Mahomedansof Amur are in very great distress. 
The writer met a very weak Mahomedan at Kagrui, and from him he learnt 
that the people are in a very wretched state; and in the village he found 
some men living on pipul-seed. The Bawries get their meals at the 
Annachhatra at Budbud. The writer is of opinion that Kagerui and 
Sangur are in the most wretched condition. The yield of the fields in 
Tildanga for the past two years has been next tonothing, In the families 
in which there are no male members the suffering is intense. There is 
great scarcity of good drinking water at the place. The Deputy Magistrate very 
kindly is getting a well sunk to relieve the scarcity of water. There are 
many helpless women who used to keep their body and soul together with 
difficulty when they used to get doles of rice ; and after all this the Com- 
missioner says that there is no famine, for in the case of a famine, people 
would have taken their meals together in spite of their caste prejudices. 
The lower classes in Ghaghra who are in great distress get their meals 
at the Annachhatra at Noar. The Goalas and Bagdis of Sonpur get their 
food at the same place. : 


89. A correspondent writing to the same paper met a coolie belong- 
ing to the Dhekiyajuli garden of the Jorehat 
Tea Company, who cofnplained that the 
manager never paid the coolies in full, and that their families often had to 
starve. He wanted to go to the Assistant Commissioner, and to get their — 
names removed from the coolie list. But when he reached the heuse of 
that Magistrate, he seemed to be very sorry for them, but expressed his 
regret that when their employer did not give them their meals, what could he 
do, and with these words he dismissed him. 


90. The Uchit Vakia, of the 14th February,, says, that it is a very 

ere anne ee disgraceful thing for Government to appeal 

to the public for help to relieve distress 

when there is a famine fund for that purpose. The license tax was imposed 
on the distinct understanding that a famine fund would he established 
with the money thus collected for the relief of distress in the county. 
A crore and a half of rupees is being collected in the shape of the license 


28: every year. Still officials like Mr. Coxhead appeal to the public for 
help. 


The Coolies in Assam. 


91. The Dacca Prakash, of the 15th February, says that the heart 
melts with sorrow to think of the terrible 
| murders that are taking place every 00¥ 
and then, and of the failure of justice in these murder cases in Britis 
courts of justice presided over by British officers. Poor Shyam came 
from Orissa to find employment in Bengal. He was employed 1 the 


Mr. Glover’s case. 
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‘mensing Railway, but he lost his life by a kick administered to 

Dette a iodnese by Mr. Glover, the Executive Engineer of the line. 
ote Glover was found guilty of causing slight hurt, and fined Res. 200. 
‘ t rends to think of such things. The kick which threw to the 
ound a healthy and stout man of 30 or 35 has been regarded 4s causing 

slight hurt. ‘Che writer has no doubt as to the ability or experience of 

Dr Crombie. But he is surprised to hear that the Doctor has given it 
a3 his opinion, that the bursting of the blood vessel of the deceased was 
eaused by a fall on @ piece of iron at a distance of only 5 or 6 inches. 
One witness only deposed that there were marks of violence on the person 


of the deceased. But this statement was not corroborated. The abdomen 


of the man was swollen, and the hurt which caused the swelling should 
not have been regarded as slight. Mr. Glover is a stout man. He got 
angry and kicked with such violence at the abdomen of the poor deceased, 
thatthe entrails were injured, and still the hurt was thought to be 
light, Isa kick from the shod foot of a European so light? Is the 
temper of a European inflamed with anger so cool that the evidence 
of native witneases is to be disbelieved and the hurt considered a slight one > 
Bravo to the love of Europeans for their countrymen! Mr. Degainer deposed 
on oath that Mr. Glover had only touched the coolie with his foot. But 
such is the power of the touch by a European that a stout coolie at once fell 
down and died. Mr. Glover never thought that the hurt would cause death, 
and 80 he had no guilty intention, and therefore his punishment should be 
slight. But the ludicrously slight punishment that is generally inflicted 
on Europeans for killing natives cannot be regarded as having acted as 
a deterrent in the case of Mr. Glover. Punishments are inflicted 
upon criminals to give them a lesson, but a fine of Rs. 200 is 
nothing to a man who gets five or six hundred a month. The writer also 
notices that a cousin of the deceased, named Ananda, who conducted 
the prosecution has been dismissed. Do not the natives become anxious 
at the frequent miscarriage of justice in cases where Europeans and natives 
are the parties? Do they not think how the family of poor Shyam is 
tobe maintained? Do they not consider agitation on such. miscarriage 
of justice necessary? Why do they not come to their senses when they 
see the Defence Association doing so much for preserving the interests of 
Europeans ? 

92. A correspondent writing to the same paper is glad to notice 
“The Noakhally Monicipatity, . tt Baboo Tarak Chunder Guha and Radha 
| Kanto Aich have been appointed Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman respectively of the N oakhally Municipality. The place 
8 full of pits and pools, and the writer therefore suggests that tanks should 
be excavated in different parts of the town, and the pits and pools filled up 
with the loose earth. This will supply the people with good drinkable 
Water and improve the sanitatton of the town. oe or 

93. The Sadharani, of the loth so! | is glad that competent 
Bir of Commissioners and Chair- Commissioners and Chairmen have been elec- 
i te pie segs _, ted in most municipalities. Consequently it 

oped that the municipal work will be better managed in most places. 
_ 94 The same paper says that’ efforts for the introduction of 
elt ivecniiiis Self-Government in the country ‘should 


Ss _., precede efforts for the reformation of the 
onstitution of tne Legislative Councils. The system of Self-Government has 


dot - completely introduced all over the province. Efforts should be made 
sh € complete introduction of the system all over the province. Municipali- 
°s which are one kind of Self-Government assemblies have been establish- 


“" In Bengal. But other kinds of Self-Governm 
renga, “Government assemblies, namely, 
Union Committees and Boards have not yet been established. Lord Ripon 
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has gone away. : It cannot be ascertained what Sir Rivers Thompson yi} 
do. Union Commit.ees and Local Boards have been established almost 
everywhere in India. But these have not been established in the province 
where Lord Ripon thought they would be most successful. The people 
should try their best to make the Lieutenant-Governor attend to the matte: 
without delay. The svstem of Self-Government ig an eyesore to the 
Civilians. Sir Rivers Thompson is the mouth-piece of the Civilians, The 
writer does not believe that he will have the courage to perform his duties 
by displeasing them. His behaviour towards the Calcutta Muni. 
cipality does not show that he is a true friend of Self-Government, From 
the state of affairs, it appears that there is great probability of the system 
of Self-Government being destroyed in its infancy. Every one should 
try to prevent this. If natives can show ability in the Union Committees 
and in the Local end District Boards, it will not be difficult for them to obtain 
more important rights from Government. Political privileges are no, 


gained in a day. If Municipalities and Self-Government Boards are 


established to-day, representative assemblies will be surely established some 
time afterwards. For this reason the writer has recommended that efforts 
should first be made for the complete introduction of Self-Government 
into the province. If natives do not make good use of the rights which 
they obtain, they will be a of them just as the zemindars have 
been deprived of some rights which they have abused. For this 
reason it should be watched that nobody abuses the right of Self. 
Government. Any reform of the constitution of the Bengal Council 
in order to be beneficial must be thorough, that is, it must be made to 
rest on the strong foundations of Union Committees and Local and District 


Boards. | 3 


95. The same paper says that as it has observed in the preceding 
The constitution of the Bengal article, the constitution of the Bengal Council 
Council. cannot be properly reformed without 
the establishment of Self-Government which is necessary as_ its 
foundation. Tne Union Committees and Local Boards should be the seed 
of the national life of natives, and national life will be truly infused into 
India if these blossom into the Legislative Council. There is want of a 
Legislative Council of the above kind. The Bengal Council should be 
reconstituted. The heads of each department under Government—the 
Controller of Accounts or the Accountant-General, the Chief Consulting 
Engineer, the Inspector-General of Police, the Inspector-General of Jails, 
the Inspector-General of Registration, the Sanitary Commissioner or the 
Surgeon-General, the Postmaster-General, the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, the Advocate-General, the Standing Counsel, the Legal Remembrancrr, 
the Senior and Junior Government Pleaders in the High Court, the Secre- 
taries of the different departments under the Government of Bengal, the 
Members of the Board of Revenue, the Chairman of the Galcutta Muni | 
cipality—should have seats in the reconstituted Bengal Council, ‘in ordet 
that the subjects relating to all departments may be discussed in the 
Council. As for the non-official members, a member. should be taken from 
every district of Bengal and Behar. These men: should be elected by the 
people. A member should also be taken from the ‘ hamber of Commerce, 
one from native merchants, and one from the zemindars. A representative 
of the planters may also be taken. The Lieutenant-Governor should be the 
President of the Council. Every law passed by this Council should be, 
as now, submitted to the Viceroy for his assent. - When the Lieutenant 
Governor differs from the Council in any matter, it should be referr 
the Viceroy. The Viceroy’s decision should be final. It need _ hardly 
be said that the Secretary of State and Parliament should have the powe 
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ed by the Council. .The members should be 
ear. The working session should be from January 
the Council will sit from 2 to 6 p.m. every day 
0 > the above months. The debate should be carried on in English, 
ie and Hindi. The Council should have the power of discussing the 
a = ‘of sanctioning the construction of public works, of remedying injustice 
ond oppression, of passing laws, and of imposing taxes. — a 
9g. The same paper says that the youths of Bengal which is am oo iss sss. 
.. in the Madras Agricultural agricultural province may do much good if 
A gy they study in the Agricultural College in 
Madras. If Bengalis are reluctant to go to. 4 distant place, they should 
establish au Agricultural College here. ne 
97, The Samaya, of the 16th February, says that a Commission, con- cog 
sisting of Lieutenant-Colonel McNeile, Major 
Harrison, andMr. Wilson, was appointed by the 
Government of Bengal under the sanction of the Government of India to 
investigate and report on the matter of alleged oppression in connection with 
the management of the Orissa canals, No local member was appointed, and 
there was none in the commission who knew well the Uriya language. The 
hot-headedness of Lieutenant-Colonel McNeile prevented the Commission from 
doing its work properly. Evidence was often rejected for the delay in adducing 
it The commission consisted entirely of Government officers who were 
not much willing to discover the ‘faults of their brother officers and so much 
evidence was rejected on insufficient grounds. The Orissa People’s Associa- 
tion was not prepared to give evidencc. They should have been prepared 
beforehand. The acts of oppression brought to light are of two kinds— 


(1) Mr. Currie, the Collector, issues certificates not only on those who 
have not paid their water rates, but aleo on those who have 
paid them. When a certificate is served on any one who 
has paid his rates, he has to deposit the amount stated in 
the certificate before making or filing his objection. He has 
to spend Rs. 4 for the recovery of one rupee. 
(2) The ryots often have to pay something to the -chuprasies to 
get water at the proper time. 


98, The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson’s speech at the 


a Trades’ Dinner plainly shows of what 
nn Feenaponnte sete stuff he is made. He pretended to be a 
religious man, but his true character has become known. He did 


not shrink back from trampling the sacred doctrines' of the Christian 
faith under foot in the presence of the Viceroy and of the Christian 
Community, He has publicly insulted the Christian faith. Sir Rivers 
bas given many proofs of his worthlessness, but his misconduct at 
the Trades’ Dinner is unpardonable. The writer thought that the Ilbert 

ill controversy having been over, Sir Rivers would ‘be in a position 
to do his duty properly. But he was mistaken. Sir Rivers plainly gave 
out what his views were at the Trades’ Dinner. The natives have no power 
4 punish him. But the writer appeals to the Christians, to the 
nsuian Missionaries, to the Christian Government and to Christian 
bgvand ‘o remove the un-Christian Sir Rivers; otherwise the dignity of 
asa | will not be preserved. The natives will not be satisfied until 
ak ita is removed. They will not be able to respect the Christians 
sll removed. Until that is done they will not be uble to believe that 
: a are good Christians in this world. Every Christian shouldhate a mun 
ro tg 1n his senses say such i against Christianity. The writer hopes 
nsuanity is not yet dead. ‘The writer asks Sir,Rivers to explain what 

Would consider the legitimate aspirations of the natives. He has 
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tidiculed them for their aspirations. But does he méan to consider th 
desire of the natives to spend their time in doing municipal work fe 
misdirected aspiration? Is their desire to be members of the Legislative 
Council a misdirected aspiration ? Is their desire. to lead the native troo 

a misdirected aspiration? Sir Rivers may consider. these misdirected 
aspiration, but neither the Queen nor the Viceroy thinks so, The Writer 
hopes that by this time the Viceroy has come to know why it is that 
the people of Bengal desire to be saved from Sir River hands and why 
it is that the native Press is 80 hard upon him, - 

99. Tbe same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson does not 
consider the guilt of Mr. Beadon, the Superins 
tendent of the Presidency Jail, to be of such g 
serious nature as to eall for any severer punishment than official censure. 
Mr. Beadon’s only fault is that he has not done his duty, and that he ha 
done some acts which are illegal. Sir Rivers has threatened Mr. Beadop 
with dismissal in case he commits such faults in future. Sir Rivers m, 
consider an official censure a sufficient punishment for Mr. Beadon, but the 
public differs from him in that opinion. The writer asks Sir Rivers to take 
this opportunity to increase the pay of Mr. Beadon. The poor man has been 
greatly abused by the press and should have some compensation. The 
writer asks Sir Rivers whether Mr. Beadon would have been s0 leniently 
dealt with had he not been the son of a Lieutenant-Governor. 

100. The same paper condemns the election by the Commissioners of 


The Jail Commission, 


* he Chairman of the wo oan Mupi- the Suburban Municipality of Mr. Stevens, 


cipality. the Magistrate, as their Chairman. 

101. The same paper hears that a Kuropean has been fined Rs, 200 - 

only for killing a native at Dacca. The 

Dacca public has condemned the judgment 

of the Magistrate. The writer does not understand for what crime the 

man has been punished. If the coolie has died of rupture of the spleen, 
the homicide should not have been punished at all. 

102. The same paper says that Baboo Chakhan Lal Rai pays a large 

: sum every year as a reward to the volunteers. 

This year he signified his desire to be a 

member of the yolunteer corps. But he was told that black Bengalis are 


An European killing a native. 


Baboo Chakhan Lal Rai. 


disqualified for such membership. The writer hopes that tne natives who 


subscribe to the Volunteer’s Reward Fund should take this as a lesson. 

103. The same paper says that Dr. Payne made a rule that those 
Assistant Surgeons who failed to pass the 
examination in the higher grades would be 
removed from the service, while European Surgeons were not required to pass 
any examination to become Surgeons-Major. Is not this very unjust? 

104. A correspondent writing to the same paper says that al 
Annachhatra has been established at Mamud- 
pore, which is doing immense £004 | 
About 100 men have gone to distant parts of the country in quest of work, 
and 25 to 30 families have left the village altogether. Rearing cattle is the 
occupation of a large majority of the inhabitants of the village, but there 
is no pasture land, and there is no fodder. The middle class men who 
depend on the income from their lands are helpless. Some very respect 
able Mahomedans too are in great want. They cannot expect to keep 
their body and soul together even by selling their lands. ae 

105. Tue Som Prakdsh, of the 16th February, has begun to give the 
Ripon era, which it dates from the commentt 
; ment of Lord Ripon’s administration together 
with the Christian and Bengali eras, on its first page, to show its reveren‘ 
for and gratitude to Lord Ripon. : 


The Assistant Surgeons, 


Dietress in Mamudpore. 


A Ripon era. 
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| er says that only the two members of the Enquiry 
we poe aon nel Pommnietion who were appointed by Govern- 
ithe Enquiry Governor. ment have signed the Commission's report. 
inca ht generous sympathy of the Lieutenant-Governor with educated 
ad + can be safely concluded that he will be more favourable to the 
ore opinion expressed by these two members about the Municipal 
. missioners. The writer entreats the Lieutenant-Governor not to create 
se scandal by again attacking the Municipal Commissioners. 
e 107. The same paper says that he who pelts others with brickbats should 
expect to be pelted at in return. When the 
The Lieutenant-Governor 8 speech : had fi 
athe Trades’ Dinner, and the native Lieutenant-Governor has had a ing at 
"presse educated natives at the Trades Dinner, he 
should bear their attack upon him without complaint. The writer hopes 
that he will not be offended at the just, though scathing, criticism upon his 
speech 10 the columns of native papers. It is hard, no doubt, to be con- 
jemned in this way in old age, but no one can escape the evil consequences 
of one’s own acts. eaen 
108. The same paper says that those who think that the aspirations 
The fitness and aspirations of Of Indians are misdirected and above their 
Indians. 7 deserts are mistaken. Lord Lytton expressed 
this erroneous view at the Delhi Assemblage. Sir Rivers Thompson, too, 
expressed the same view the other day at the Trades’ Dinner. Lord Lytton 
may be excused for expressing the above view, as he had newly arrived in 
the country, but there is no such excuse on the part of Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son. He has seen the former state of the country, and is seeing its present 
state. He has seen how rapid the progress of Indians has been, and how 
their enthusiasm is blazing brighter and brighter. Even if it be possible 
to stop the rolling waves of the ocean with the hand, it is not possible to 
stop the progress and aspirations of Indians. When aspirations have been 
kindled in the hearts of Indians, it should be taken for granted that they have 
become fit for them for aspiration presupposes fitness. A. porter never 
aspires to be Governor-General. If the aspirations of Indians are not 
satisfied, they will become discontented—a result which is not at all desirable 
for Government. | 
109. The same paper says that the ruler who tramples upon justice 


Lord Dufferin’s policy. and acts despotically is disrespected by the 
_ people. From severe criticism upon the acts 
of Government, the authorities conclude that the native papers are abusers 


of Government. But it should be considered that those criticisms express 
the feelings and views of Indians. The press is now the mouth of the 
people. It being so, instead of resenting those criticisms Government 
should shape its policy according to them. Lord Ripon showed how to 
govern India justly. The writer has been assured by Lord Dufferin’s 
promise to tread in the footsteps of his predecessor. | 
110. The Dussulman Bandhu, of the 16th February, notices, with 
yt’, European Manager of the disapprobation, the appointment of a Euro- 


sharaja of Durbhunga. pean as the Manager of the Purneah Estates 
of the Maharaja of Durbhunga. The writer asks the Maharaja, what would 


€ do in case there were serious discrepancies in the accounts? This foreigner 

“nO property from which he could in that case make good the deficit. 

111. The same paper in noticing the case of Mr. 

ya remarks that Mr. Glover killed only a coolie. 
Why should he be compelled to pay a fine? 

112. The same paper contrasts the speech of Lor 


Speeches at the Trades’ Dinner, Of Sir Rivers Thompson at the Trades’ Dinner, 
which latter is greatly disappointing. 
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Glover sarcastically Mussutman Baxpuv 


d Dufferin with that mossviwax Baxvav. ~ 
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113. The Ananda Bazar Pairikd, of the 16th February, remarks that 
British role and the people of in all the decisive engagements fought within 
India. recent years by England she has large! 
availed herself of the assistance of native troops. In the last war in Egypt 
the Indian troops showed considerable military skill. If instead of sendino 
English soldiers to the relief of General Gordon, native troops had been 
despatched for the purpose, it is likely that Khartoum would not haye 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, and that there would not have been 
so much delay on the part of Lord Wolseley to reach that place. Increase 
of wealth in England has created habits of luxury among English soldiers 
who are now found less able to bear hardships than native troops, The 
fighting qualities also of native soldiers are acknowledged by Englishmen, 
and native soldiers are now being sent to Egypt. 

Now though it is an admitted fact that it is impossible to defend the 
British Empire without the aid of native troops, the present system of 
Indian administration is one that is daily more and more enfeebling and 
impoverishing the people of India. Owing to poverty and rigoroys 
administration, the people have lost their cheerfulness, and have become g 
prey to disease and premature death. They constantly live in dread of 
European oppressors, and are being ground down by an extremely rigorons 
criminal law, which vests excessive powers in Magisterial and Police officers, 
The system of jail discipline also is extremely mgorous. All these have 
combined to enfeeble natives. If England expects any aid from the people 
of India in times of danger, she should know that the British Empire is 
weakened in proportion as the people of India are emasculated through 
rigorous administration. It is of course easy to see that England fears to 
foster the strength of natives who are a subject people, but it should also be 
remembered that it cannot be a wise policy to reckon upon their aid and at the 
same time to goon weakening them. If the British Government would only 
remove the heart-burnings of the people of India and gratify their bigh aspira- 
tions, they would soon come to forget all about the fact of their subjection. 
Government could easily do this. The people of India consider it a matter 
of sorrow that in spite of their intense loyalty to British rule they are not 
trusted by the British Government. : 

114. The same paper refers to the regret expressed by the Pioneer 

The Tenancy Bill and Sir Rivers at the gradual withdrawal from the Bengal 
Thompson. Tenancy Bill of the provisions originally made 
in it for the benefit of the ryots. Of the three rights originally proposed 
to be conferred upon them, only one, namely, that regarding the occupancy 
right, is retained in the amended Bill, but even this has been so restricted 
that it will not much benefit the ryots. The Bill will not at all benefit 
the ryots of Behar for whom so much sympathy has been expressed by 
leading officials. Sir Rivers Thompson was all along the chief supporter of 
the Bill, and the form which that measure has now assumed is also due to 
him. But why bas Sir Rivers now deserted the cause of the ryots to 
promote which he laboured so long? He has not only made it impossible 
for them to obtain any benefit from the Tenancy Bill, but is also about t 
ruin them by introducing, with a view to increase the scope of that measure, 
a Registration of Tenures Bill and a Putwaris’ Bill, and by his propos 
to confer powers of summary sale upon zemindars. What is the cause 0 
this change in the views of Sir Rivers ? Is it the powerful agitation whicd 
is being made by the zemindars against the Tenancy Bill or the solicitations 
of Lord Lytton, Mr. Lethbridge, and other friends of the zemindars who sup- 
ported Sir Rivers in his opposition to the Jurisdiction Bill? Is it the advocacy 
of the zemindar’s cause by the Englishman newspaper or the fear that if the 
Tenancy Bill confers any rights upon the ryots of zemindars, it will becom 
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ce of the vigorous agitation which is bemg made by 
necessary ers Goveruinedi kin mehals to grant to them also aagye 
the —s + the honour that is being now shewn to Sir Rivers by t ; 
rights Fog the consideration that the chances of the educated section 0 
gemindars, OF unity presenting any address to His Honor at the time of 
the naliv® is office being next to nothing, he should rather seek to 
lay1ng reget gemindars who are likely to give him such an address than 
conciliate efit the illiterate ryot who has no idea of how addresses are 
oat 5 : But whatever may be the cause of the change in Sir Rivers 
presented has really found it necessary to desert the cause of the ryots, 
views, It nee for one favour at his hands, namely, that he should refrain 
Ls gene to get the present Bill passed into law. The ryots did not 
a he the measure which, if it becomes law in its present shape, will lead to 
ask Or | 
gta aper remarks that Anglo-Indians considered it an 
caettcipieeie insult that ‘haute against , European accused 
{eluram Panday’s case. should be iy into by = — 
therefore endeavoured to humiliate the police officers 
See ensivde biveslignied the cases against Mr. Francis and Mr. Walker. 
Both these officers have been.dismissed from the public service. a 
Panday, who investigated the case against Mr. Walker, has been dismisse 
on the ground that he disobeyed the order of the District Superintendent 
of Police, Purneah, which was to the effect that he was to enquire into the 
charge against Mr. Walker and report it as false. Laluram has been 
punished because he did not obey this order. But still Anglo-Indians have 
not been satisfied. They have successfully made a motion against Laluram 
; igh Court. wii 
" wit The same paper remarks that the fine of Rs. 200 inflicted upon 
Mr. Glover, who had caused the death of a 
native at Dacca by kicking him, by 
Mr. Harris, the Joint-Magistrate of that place, in the absence of any extenuat- 
ing circumstances, cannot but be looked upon as a mockery of justice. 
Has the Joint-Magistrate, in the sentence thathe has passed in this case, 
given proof of the British Justice which Sir Rivers Thompson boasted in his 
Trades’ Dinner speech was respected by the people of this country P 
117. The same paper says that the people of Bengal must be very 
happy indeed when the Lieutenant-Governor 


is on the one hand loudly proclaiming that he 
dislikes educated natives, and the Defence Association is, on the other, 


defending the cause of European offenders and oppressors, some of whom 
are again killing natives here and there. Do not Anglo-Indians feel even the 
least uneasiness at the declaration of Lord Dufferin and of the Under- 
Secretary of State for India, that His Excellency will govern India on the 
Principles of the Queen’s proclamation ? 

118. The same paper remarks that it would have been well if 
‘ae a Sir Rivers Thompson in expressing his views 
BttePreideny iil SC the subject of cruelties in the Presidenc 

Jail had not observed that Mr. Beadon should 
hot, because he is censured, show any negligence in his duty. Considering 
“e present extreme unpopularity of Sir Rivers not a few will probably 
nterpret that remark as being tantamount to saying to Mr. Beadon—‘ Go 


"n Committing such oppression as you are now doing, but take care that it is 
not again exposed.” 


Mr. Glover. 


Anglo-Indians and Bengalis. 


1). The same paper says :—Hundreds of thousands of Bengalis are 


Sir Rivers Thompson, : crying for want of food, and the ruler of 
Bengal is making himself merry with singing 
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dancing, and other amusements. The spectacle is exceedingly entertain, 
and is not ‘witnessed anywhere outside of Bengal. The whole world ;. 
mourning the loss of General Gordon, but the ruler of Bengal is danci,, " 
balls with the Europeans of Calcutta. This is a still more entertainin, 
spectacle which has not been nor will probably be witnessed by anybody ; 
this world. Again the ruler of Bengal, who is a leading follower of Christ 
whose disciples sacrifice all earthly happiness for the purpose of preachiys 
his faith, and many of whom whilst thinking of Him alone have suffered 
martyrdom, is describing the precepts of Christ as dreadful, and the description 
is calling forth loud applauses from hundreds of assembled Christians 
This also is a spectacle which has probably never been or will be witnessed 
in this world. The leading precepts of Christianity are to sympathise with 
all creatures, to love God, and to obey His commandments. These Precepts 
have received due illustration in the present Lieutenant-Governor ¢ 
Bengal. This indeed is a matter for exceeding gratification. 

120. The same paper is of opinion that the Tenancy Bill has not bee, 
is i improved by the Select Committee, and tha 
e Tenancy Bill. if it is passed into law both ryots and middp. 


men alike will be ruined. 

121. .The same paper remarks thar Mr. Walker should not have jf 
he had consulted bis own reputation, allowed 
his friends of the Defence Association 
continue the agitation about Mohur Gope’s case in which he had beep 
charged with having stolen Mohur’s calf. He was indeed acquitted by the 
court, but his acquittal, it is well known, has created considerable doubt in 
the minds of natives and possibly in those of Anglo-Indians also, 
Mr. Brett, also, the Sessions Judge of Mozufferpore, expressed his inability to 
believe Mr. Walker, and this circumstance is likely to be made a subject 
of comment not very favourable to Mr. Walker. Mr. Brett further | 
says that in discharging Laluram Panday he consulted the assessors, 
and this statement is corroborated by the assessors as well as by Baboo 
Jadunath Gossain, a pleader of the Mozufferpore Court who was 
engaged by Mr. Walker himself. But Mr. Walker in his affidavit 
declares that the assessors were not consulted by Mr. Brett. Whois 
now to be believed, Mr. Brett or Mr. Walker? The trial in the High 
Court will not probably be of the kind witnessed in Purneah, where, in 
spite of clear proofs of Mr. Walker’s guilt and Mohur’s innocence, the 
former was acquitted and the latter punished. Under these circumstances, 
Mr. Walker has not acted wisely in going on with his case against Lalu- 
ram Panday. Nor isthe Defence Association likely to attain its object 
by the course it has adopted. Its action will not lead natives to look 
upon it with fear or respect, but will rather produce the very opposite 
results. It will probably lead to the establishment of hundreds of native 
Defence Associations in the country, and will frustrate the noble purpo: 
for which Lord Dufferin has come to India. 

122. The Navavibhdkar, of the 16th February, says that the desire 

| for peace expressed by Sir Auckland Colvin 
nee and the administration in the Péoneer did not commend itself to 
Anglo-Indians. Tne declarations of peace 

by Lord Dufferin also have proved distasteful to them. From their attitude 
it appears that they will play the part which they played under Lord Kipoo. 
They will perhaps fight with Lord Dufferin under the leadership of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, as they did under his predecessor. Jord Ripon has 
encouraged the malicious Anglo-Indians by being too mild, The wailer 
is not aware if Lord Dufferin is made of sterner stuff, Because Ang!0- 
Indians have not yet been able to ascertain the nature of His Excellency, 


Laluram Panday’s case. 
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they have not yet publicly displayed signs of hostility. They had or : 
ho A that they would be able to act z the baaeed b “4, a Pr obably 
p Tord Dufferi yp y extending their influ- 
ence over Lord Dutterin. That hope perhaps has been dashed to the ground 
by this time. Lord Dufferin has promised never to depart from the polic 
which he has proclaimed. When Anglo-Indians and their leader oe 
yiving vent to their venom, even when the Viceroy and the Finance. Minister 
are desirous of re-establishing friendly relations between natives and Anglo- 
Indians, there is no hope that they will ever be peaceful. It is sakes to 
make wong #! reclaiming Anglo-Indians. Natives should now try to 
quent : a — of Lord Dufferin, in order that he may be able to 
se r ibera a9 The Ilbert Bill agitation has taught Indians the 
value O — ndians have proved on some occasions during the ‘last 
ae and specially on the occasion of the reception of Lord Ripon 
tard Beste re "s an A few Anglo-Indians of Bengal will oppose 
him, Lord D fe following 4 noble policy ; but all India wili support 
= Diteaes ytcn ge — eae Semen even without enraging 
| } . the Defence ssociation will not be di 
if he repeals the Arms Act, if he really want oy ispleased 
ot ? 3 to make natives fit f 
Government, if he separates the Exevuti wiry + for Delf 
ge , d the Judicial functions, 1 
he extends the right of trial by jury 1 egelger one cial functions, if 
the admission of natives into the Givi roo q yh: lien Resesonegso% 
culture and manufactures. 2 Her if he encourages agri- 
123. The same paper says that the High Court Judges have blamed 
Reduction of court fees. Government for its heavy tax upon justice in 
the public and ° their Minute. The Administrator General 
ced z many officials also, are blaming Government for th 
Mr. Justice Cunningham loudl i OVE nt for that reason. 
h s ly condemned this taxation litigati 
in his speech at the Trades’ din T upon litigation 
G ner. The Viceroy and the, Li | 
overnor and the members of th ae the , Lieutenant- 
oe ot, ee tacks eir Council have heard this condemnation 
oorhasar ag ead r. Justice Cunningham from his heart for courageox ly 
osama Bei eavy tax upon justice. As Lord Dufferin has h wegen d 
ion with his own ears, th i as heard this 
as hn edit : , there is probability of good results foll 
: itor will be very sorry if Sir Auckland : ollow- 
make some provision for the reducti f oxiaed. Colvin does sot 
ce b rw ction o the rate of court fees in his 
“4, The same paper says that the work of administration is carried 
- almost wholly in the dark. There ‘pes 
administration will ever b ope that the darkness which envelops jail 
shee to the big Inspect _ cena a _ jail officer, from the listle 
entirely in th f Jails, is anxious to k 
to visit a ial yvtghec to what passes within the jail. If a Bas Dood a 
lb Visitoss has to apply to. many quarters for permissi > apie 
oa oe not allowed to exchange a'si permission to do so. 
he editor is not saving thi change a single word with a prisoner 
officer can deny the » g a upon the strength of hearsay. No j J 
wad Angels’ visits few aa ae “aia mi" ee 7 the official visitors 
ndence. The hicher ja} en. ere 1s also a fixed time for superin- 
the latter always _ id Lage yes cao never take the lower ones Bi hie 
Jals can be learned onl eir superiors movements. The s 
jail office ed only from discharged prison . ecrets of 
a The Editor has heard of lti och Gnd Palaye OF Comener 
‘asses. The official visitors, insté crueltice in jails from both these 
eee made by it, have pe ag yay the Statesman for the 
SCrinti Ms . oor: e . } 
to sg by : cruelties in jails. It si Pg he bgt, overcoloured 
enmey tek ‘ made the Lieutenant-Governor attend of Humanity in the 
Ja y dail. The official visitors have b tend to the cruelties in 
e been visiting the Presidency 


al for & lone ti | ° 
ong time. But did back handcuffing ever come to their notice 
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during this long time? Indeed, the newspapers arouse the officials from 
their slumber. It has now been proved that there is great oppression jn 
the Presidency Jail, and that Mr. Beadon consciously acted illegally, The 
statement about back handcuffing, about marching of prisoners in the 
sun, about the death of the prisoner Rattan from heat apoplexy caused } 
too hard labour, about Mr. Beadon’s being deaf to the complaints of the 
prisoners, has been found true. Many other secrets have been found out. The 
official visitors have blamed Mr. Beadon for these. The Inspector-Genera] 
of Jails has tried to save Mr. Beadon in vain. The Lieutenant-Governo, 
hes censured Mr. Beadon and has threatened him with dismissal upon 
repetition of these offences. All Jail Superintendents also have been 
warned. Mr. Beadon informed the Inspector-General of Jails of his system 
of back handcuffing when he was Jail Superintendent in Midnapore, 
The Lieutenant-Governor has exculpated the Inspector-General for taking 
no notice of this on the ground that he has to attend to much work. The 
Lieutenant-Governor should not have pardoned the Inspector-General for 
so serious an offence. Because the Inspector-General took no notice of 
Mr. Beadon’s system of back handcuffing, the latter thought that his 
action was approved, and so introduced the system into the Presidenc 
Jail. From reading the report of the official visitors, the notes of the 
Inspector-General, and the minute of the Lieutenant-Governor, the editor 
has come to the conclusion that many reforms are needed in jail adminis- 
tration. 


125. The same paper says that, what Lord Dufferin said in Canada 
Self.Government in India and the SOMe years ago upon the desirableness of 
officials. men of education and high principles devoting 


their time to public business, he has said here. His Excellency’s generosity 
is not confined to any particular place or people. The educated community 


of India are eager for that participation in the public business which His 
Excellency so much values. It is a matter of deep regret that those whom 
His Excellency will have for colleagues in the work of extending Self- 
Government in the country are very narrow-hearted. Those educated 
men with public feeling, who, according to His Excellency, are the soul of 
a nation, are characterized by them as an irreconcileable section. These 
weak-headed and narrow-hearted officials are the greatest obstacles in the — 
way of the improvement of the condition of India. Until these men are 
removed, Indians will not be completely benefited in spite of a succession of 
good rulers like Lord Ripon and Lord Dufferin. 


126. The same paper says that it is a very disgraceful thing that the 

: people of Calcutta have to go to the High 

2 see oe oe hy Pi ag Court for the trial of petty interests in land 
or houses. Owing to this, the poor cannot 
in many instances obtain justice. The editor hopes that Government wil 


earn the gratitude of the public by removing the present inconvenience by 
the creation of a cheaper and humbler tribunal. 


127. The same paper ore that, though Laluram Panday me aor 
ae yen eae ee y Mr. Brett of the charge of illegal are’, 
pee Seem Fee and though the High Court has not been able 
to find fault with Mr. Brett’s decision upon that charge, and though 1 
has not yet been decided by the High Court whether Laluram should be 
re-tried upon the charges rejected by Mr. Brett, he has been dismissé 
The writer is surprised at Laluram’s dismissal when he has been acquitte 
of the charge of insulting Mr. Walker. Even granting that Laluram 


insulted Mr. Walker, would he have been dismissed if Mr. Walker, instead 
of being an Englishman, had been a native ? ao 
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198, The Chdru Vartd, of the 16th February, says that. the Lieute- 
nant-Governor’s attack upon educated natives 


tenant-Governor and educat- 


The Lieu 


ed natives. iu SE 

them. Attacks and specially attacks by the ruler are indispen- 
amas improvement. It is doabtful- whether educated natives who are 
ae the leaders of the people would have made such progress without 
pet attacks. The small section which has sprung into existence in 
Bengal will, by the blessing of God, become stronger and stronger day by 
day. The writer is thankful to the Lieutenant-Governor for his acknowledg- 
ng the existence of this small section. The people are not sorry that he has 
‘0 sympathy with the above section, Bengal is not anxious for the 


sympathy of a ruler like him. 
199, ‘The same paper says that at least two-thirds of the whole 


» constitution of the Bengal ( 
a “ee "should be elected by natives. It will not 


be a bad arrangement to empower district municipalities to elect these 


members. 3 

130. The same paper referring to the infliction of a fine of 200 
rupees upon Mr. Glover for killing a coolie 
| at the Dacca station by kicking, says that it 
must conclude that Mr. Glover’s kick was as light as possible, and that 
this light kick caused the death of the weak coolie. No one has enquired 
about the real cause of the poor coolie’s death. Such is the misfortune 


The Glover case, 


of natives. The first chapter of the Dacca-Mymansingh Railway history — 


has been written with the poor coolie’s blood. . 
131. The same paper says that there is probability of the country 


in bis speech at the Trades’ dinner will serve to 
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The Agricultural Department under being greatly benefited - if the Agricultural | 


the Bengal Government. Department which has been newly opened 
under the Bengal Government be made permanent. 


132. The Semvdd Prabhakar, of the 16th February, says that with all 
The native Press and Sir Rivers  1t8 faults the native Press is the mouth-piece 
Thompson. | of the nation. Sir Rivers Thompson has 
lost the confidence of the natives, and the native Press criticises his acts 
with severity. Sir Rivers cannot tolerate this. He has no respect for 
public opinion, he is an advocate of despotic rule, and so he cannot tolerate 
the spirit of independence so visible in the native Press, and he never 
loses an opportunity of exercising: his power against it. Had not Lord 
Ripon been here, Sir Rivers would during the Ilbert Bill agitation have 
ned his best, hand in hand with the Defence Association, to reimpose the 
B Press Act. During that agitation the Anglo-Indian Press showed a 
Violent spirit of disloyalty, and insulted Lord Ripon at every step. But 
t Rivers had nothing to say against it. But because the native Press 


thought it its duty to point out his unwillingness to do his duty, he branded 
It as disloyal. | 


133. The Samodd Purnachandrodaya, of the 17th February, says that 


ir Rivers Thompoon’s epecch. Sir Rivers Thompson was known to be a 

bh naw 3 very righteous man and a good Christian, 
rligic nd ' © appears to be unchristian and a man thoroughly devoid of 
Rt. us feeling. He has become an object of hatred with society. Hypo- 
ei * an ornament of Sir Rivers, and there is nothing in this world 
© cannot commit under the influence of a revengeful spirit. Is 
th man so heartless that he will not sufficiently hate the man who 
oe ay a like a shameless fellow, from trampling publicly all. morality 
iver “te The educated community has become an eyesore to Sir 

* Thompson. He hates that community intensely. Every one 
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must acknowledge that such a ruler should be removed from the 
of Bengal. 


184. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 17th February, says that th 

speech of Lord Dufferin at the Trades’ dinn : 
confirms it in its opinion that His Lordshi. 
will not be hard upon the natives, and that the natives have to fea 
evil consequences during his administration. The natives want nothing 
except the removal of obstructions in the path of their progres: 
The Viceroys who may attempt to remove these will command the love and 
respect of the natives. Whatever the people of India may say in thei, 
sorrow they are always partial to English rule, and they desire its permanence 
If natives should ever oppose the English Government, it would be for the 
fault of bad rulers. If India is governed in the way described by Lord 
Dufferin, the rule of England in India will never be shaken. 


185. The same paper learns on careful enquiry that upwards of one 
| hundred persons in Tupgram, Naoda, Mayenpur 
Sunura, Sagarpur, Ghugia, and Narainpur 
in the thana of Sahebganj are in great distress. When Mr. Masseyk was in 
charge of the relief works, he opened an Annachchhatra at Sunura, bu 
it has been since abolished. The writer asks the Magistrate to enquire 
into the condition of the villages and to take steps to relieve the distress 
existing there. 


136. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, says that the middle 
class and low class people of Ichhapur in 
Ranigan] are in great distress. 


137. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, complains that the 
road under construction from JDaihat to the’ 
Ganges 1s producing inconvenience by obstruct- 
ing the course of a canal by which boats could reach Dainhat during the rainy 
season. The writer complains that a great scarcity of water is felt at 
Pataihat within the Dainhat municipality. There is a balance of Rs. 1,700 
in the hands of the Commissioners. Why then do they not undertake 
to supply Pataihat with water ? 


138. A correspondent writing to the same paper is glad to notice that 
Baboo Surya Narain Sarvadhikari and 
Chandra Nath Rai have been appointed 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Culna Municipality respectively. 

The distress is very great in Culna. If Government agrees to advance 
money without interest, many will be ready to excavate tanks and 
thereby to afford occupation to a large number of men. 


139. The Surabii, of the 17th February, says that the Indian Associa 

ed : tion has done its duty by showing its contempt 

Rta ba ca am specch atthe for and aversion to, the mean and narrow- 

hearted principles supported by Sur Rivers 

Thompson in his speech at the Trades’ Dinner. The Editor would. have 

understood that political life had been awakened in Bengalis if meetings ha 

been held in all places to show the people’s aversion to the iniquilov 
principles enunciated by the Lieutenant-Governor. 


140. The same paper says that the Indian Association has done ys 
in having shown gratitude to Lord Dufferin 0 
Lord Dufferin’s speech at the Trades’ {he noble views expressed by him in his spec 
Dinner. native 
at the Trades’ Dinner. The whole . 
community should shew its gratitude to His Excellency for his 10 
utterances, 
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me paper says that Government may well at this time of 
ee tacaet make efforts for enrolling all Eura- 
corolment of natives a8 volun- giang and Anglo-Indians as eolunteers. But 
cers Government will not be really benefited so 
long as it does not admit natives into the volunteer corps. The writer hopes 
hat natives will try their best to gain admission into the volunteer corps, and 
that Government will be wise enough to trust natives and enrol them as 


rolunteers. ke 

142, The same paper expresses its astonishment at the infliction of a 
fine of Rs. 200 upon Mr. Glover, who killed a 
spaniel coolie by kicking him. The doctor has said 
hat the coolie died owing to the rupture of an intestinal artery by a heavy 
jl, Other witnesses have said that the coolie fell upon a piece of iron after 
ping kicked upon the back, and was thus hurt. The Editor says that Mr. 
Glover may have had no intention of killing the coolie, but it 1s certain that 
his kick was the cause of the poor man’s death. The writer says that such 
light sentence upon Mr. Glover under these circumstances has alarmed him. 
If every Englishman escapes with a similarly light punishment after killing 
a native, will not one be justified in saying that anarchy prevails in the 
country 2? The Webb case, and the Francis case, the case about the murder 
of a coolie in Hugly are still fresh in the minds of the people. There has 
been also asimilar failure of justice in the present case. These cases have 
shaken the faith of the people in British justice. If steps are not taken for 

remedying the evil, Government may be placed in a perilous situation. 


143. The Urdu Guide, of the 17th February, says that much inconve- 
nience is being caused by the introduction of 
the Kaythi character in law courts, and other 

public offices. Sir Ashley Eden committed an error in introducing that 
character. The Secretaries of Sir Rivers Thompson also are partial to that 


character. The writer entreats the Lieutenant-Governor to exercise his own 
judgment in this matter. 


144. The Prabhdti, of the 18th February, says that if the Rent Bill, 

as amended by the Select Committee, becomes 

Selo Cll as amended oy the Jaw, the ryots will have to weep ten or twelve 

| years afterwards. What, asks the Editor, has 

become of the proposal to confer the right of transferring holdings upon 

trots? There is no provision in the Bill for compelling the zemindar to 

register the transfer of holdings even in those places where such transfer 

will be considered valid in deference to local usage. Consequently the 

cemindar will be able to torment the purchasers of the holdings by institut- 
lng suits for arrears of rent against the former owner. 


145. The Samvdéd Prabhakar, of the 18th February, says that the Chris- 
tian Editor of the Statesman, unable to tolerate 
the idea that prisoners should be treated with 
| $0 much cruelty in the Presidencv Jail, published some details of their suffer- 
ings in his paper. But Sir Rivers Thompson, who has the reputation of 
being a very good Christian, instead of thanking the Editor for what he has 
‘one, has censured him. Sir Rivers says that the statements of the Sta/esman 
have not been proved in a satisfactory manner. But the report of the Jail 
“olmission and the resolution of Sir Rivers plainly show that much cruelty 
u8 been practised in the jails, and that Mr. Beadon was guilty of grave and 
» lous offences. Had the Statesman not published these things, would Sir 
ers have come of his own accord to appoint a commission of enquiry ? 
hen the secrets of the prison-house have been brought to light by the 


Statesman, it, deserves thanks, even if all that it has stated may not have 
Cen proved, 


The Kaythi character. 


The crueities in the Presidency Jail. 
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SamvaD PRABHAKAR, 146. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 19th February, Says that th 
Fob. 19th, 1885. Enquiry Commission has not taken the evidence 


The Report of the Enquiry Com- of g single native, and did not think it n 


mission. CCessa 


to take such evidence. The report has nad 


much against the Municipal Commissioners, but to one who reads the report 
it will be clear that the charges brought against them are without foundation, 


Baanat Mirza, 147. The Bharat Mitra, of the 19th February » Says * that the Lieute. 
Fob, 19th, 1885. nant-Governor’s letting off Mr. Beadon with 


ae. POSED simple warning, in spite of his being ¢op. 
victed of five serious charges by the Jail Commission, will serve to ey. 
courage other Jail Superintendents in their inhumane treatment of prisoner, 


ee 148. The Prabhdtt, of the 19th February, cannot understand Why the 
Feb, 19th, 1885. Select Committee have not fixed a Maximum 


ne rate of rent. For want of such a provision the 
condition of the ryots who do not possess the occupancy right will becom, 
more wretched than at present. The writer desires that the Committaa 
should entitle themselves to the gratitude of the ryots by fixing one. 
fifth of the produce as the maximum rate of rent. The zemindars will no 

be at all injured by such a provision. 

Peanuatt, 149. The Prabhdti, of the 20th February, says that Sir River 
Feb. 20th, 1885. | Thompson has become unpopular owing to his 

svat enensemenceat beats own fault. Natives hoped that they would be 
able to respect him. But he has not fulfilled that hope. His speech at the 
Kristodas memorial meeting awakened that hope in the minds of 
natives. But the Lieutenant-Governor has not been able to change his nature, 
He is hostile to native progress. Let Sir Rivers Thompson remain content . 
with the devotion of Anglo-Indians. Natives will remain devoted to Lord 
Ripon and Lord Dufferin. Natives have become accustomed to the bitter 
remarks of the Lieutenant-Governor and the officials. They will not be 
vexed at these any longer. 

BANGADAST, 150. The Bangabdsi, of the 21st February, asks, who will bear the cost 
Feb, 21st, 1885. ee hoe of the Indian Contingent to be employed in 

Bho cost of the Undian contingen. the Soudan? The cost should not fall on the 
famine-stricken tax-payers of India. 

BANGABASI. 151. The same paper says that the Defence Association has publicly 
espoused the cause of the planter Walker, 
and the natives are not stirring at all for 

Laluram Panday. Mr. Walker says that the Judge did not consult the 
assessors before ordering the release of Laluram. But one of the assessors, 
Baboo Surendra Krishna Dutta, wrote to the Huglishman to say that the 
assessors were so consulted before passing the orders. But the editor of the 
Lnaglishman has not published that letter. 
BANGABASI. 152. The same paper is glad to notice that Government has 
placed Rs. 20,000 at the disposal of the 
Magistrate of Burdwan for the relief of 
the distress in that district, and that Mr. Toynbee has been placed in charge 
of the relief operations. The writer is glad to notice that the writings 10 
the Ban. abdsi have attracted the attention of Government, and hopes that 
Mr. Toynbee will make such arrangements in Burdwan as will enable the 
people to get their meals, and cultivate their lands for the next harvest. 
Something has indeed been done for Burdwan, but what is Government 
doing for Bankoora, where many are dying for want of food? 4s the 
Commissioner, Mr. Beames, asleep > 
153. ‘The same paper observes that the vernacular press has become 

Confidence in the Press. an eyesore to Government. The Lieuten- 
ce ant-Governor makes cutting remarks against 
it in every annual report, and attempts are from time to time made to g%3 — 


Laluram Panday’s case. 


Famine relief. 
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) ‘Jation. ‘The difference between the Government and the Press 
‘ oy ye cregpsoed and greater. The Press desires the stability of British 
< is India, and whatever it writes it writes for promoting good government. 
if be cries against the oppressions practised by European officers be inter- 


ing a rebellious spirit, the man who so interprets them has surely 
ng tyres Hie is a blind a, and does not know his friend. The writer 
a Government to learn to confide in the Vernacular Press, otherwise there 
s little hope of good government. An Englishman has pronounced the native 
ets the barometer of the feelings of the Indian people. 7 
154. The same paper says that Mr. Beames has not the necessary qualifi- 
rhe necessity of removing Mr. cations of a Commissioner of the Burdwan 


Reames from Burdwan. Division. He is entrusted withthe govern- 


ment of 15 millions of men, but he does not know their condition and their 


r. How can then he be regarded as a fit person for the important 
arreng 6 holds ? Mr. Beames says, in the Calcutta Gazette of the 16th 
October, that the prospects of the crops are good, and there is every reason to 
hope for a good season this year. The writer excuses Mr. Beames for not 
having the farsightedness to know what would happen during the year. But 
when a hue and cry was raised about the famine, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
asked for famine reports from Commissioners, Mr. Beames reported that there 
was no reason to apprehend famine in the thanas of Satgachia and Khanda- 
ghosh, though the sufferings of the people in those thanas had commenced 
before the month of Kartick, and though, before the writing of his report, the 
police report of the Salgachia thana, complaining of scarcity in 35 villages, 
had already been submitted. The writer was staggered to find a great discre- 
pancy between Mr. Beames’ report and the report of the thana. Mr. Beames 
also said that there was no cause for anxiety in the districts of Hugli, 
Howrah, Bankura and Midnapore. But it has already been reported 
in the Bangabast that 15 peasants have died from the effects of scarcity 
in Bankura, that people are leaving their homes, and that they are not getting 
even one meal in two days. The ruler whocan write that there is no famine 
in Bankura, while famine is ravaging it, is unworthy of his office. Burdwan 
cannot prosper unless Mr. Beames is transferred to Orissa. Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son is an admirer of Mr. Beames, and he is not likely to remove him. So the 
writer appeals to Lord Dufferin to get Mr. Beames removed from Burdwan. 

105. The same paper adduces the instance of the Putwari Bill to 


oun support the opinion that, with the very best 

Te eee intentions, the Legislative Council does great 
mischief to the country through ignorance. 

156. The special famine correspondent of the same paper says that for 


Dati ieciiiak three years past no paddy has been crown 


in the villages of the Sonamukhi thana. 
Many householders have fled away. Many have gone as coolies to Assam. 


Many villages are in ruins. Such sights are very terrible. The corre- 
spondent could never believe that the condition of the country could became 
$0 deplorable under British rule. When he was going in his palanquin to 
sce some villages, aman named Navakishna Mandal from Ram Sayer fell 
at his feet and began to cry aloud. The man had been in affluent circum- 
tances, but was reduced to beggary and to starvation by three successive 
bad harvests. He had nota single grain of rice in his house. 

Out of a thousand bighas of arable land in Dubrajpur not a single cottah 
- been cultivated for the last three years. The recent hail-storm has destroyed 
therabi crop, the last hope of the people. The villagers live upon leaves and 
mustard plants. One said that he lived on plums fetched from jungles. A 


\Y : : 
st Jarge number of famished men in rags from the village and its 
nity 


the obs prutrounded the correspondent. With the help of Muksud, 
‘© chief man of the village, he kept the people at a little - distance 


BaNGaBAsr, 
Feb, 21st, 1885. 


BaNGABASI. 


BANGABASI, 


BanGaBas!l, 
Feb. 21st, 1885. 


SamvaD Banlka, 


Jan, 29th, 1885, 


SamvaD Baniga. 


SaMVabd BAnIRBA. 


Utrkat DiprKa, 
Jan. SYSt, 1885, 


Ureat Darran, 
Feb, Ord, 1836. 


( 298 ) 


from him and enquired of them if any had died of starvation. He cam 

to learn that a woman named Feran Bibi, aged forty, had died Whine 
months ago. Her blind husband had left her alone. She implored for 
help from every one, but could not get any. She fainted one q, 

and died in two days. Mariunu Bibi too has died of starvation 
Altogether ten men have died from want of food. The Bangabddst has 
established three Annachhatras in the Sonamukhi thannah, where about 
150 men get relief ata monthly cost of Rs. 92. But the writer thinks 
that five more are absolutely necessary. The Magistrate thinks that pro- 
vision is to be made for 7,000 menin the thannah. But he has not yet 
made any arrangements for the distribution of rice, and there is no hope 
that Government will open Annachhatras in a short time. The writer 
appeals to the Bengali public for a sum of Rs. 5,000 to enable him to open 
these Annachhatras. 

157. Babu Rakhal Das Chatterjee, Trailokhyanath Samanta, and 
Durgadas Mandul of Karanda, writing to the 
same paper, say that the people of villages 
round Karanda are in great distress. Nine or ten men used to get rice 
from the thannah, but that has been stopped. 

The Head-master of the Culna Mission School writing to the same paper 
says that the people of Songa in Salgachhia are starving for want of food. 
There are many widows in this village. No Government officer has yet 
come to inspect the village. Unless an Annachhatra is opened very shortly 
lives may be lost. 

158. The Samvdd Bahia, of the 29th January, speaks very highly 
of Mr. Barrow, who is said to be an industri- 
ous, able, and intelligent officer. 

159. The same paper is satisfied to learn that a School Text-book Con- 

A School Text-book Committee for mittee has been established in Orissa for the 
Orissa. purpose of selecting useful text-books for use 
in the vernacular schools of that province. It hopes that the members 
of the Committee will work in such a manner as to put a stop to the contro 
versy that has been long going on in the newspapers of Orissa regarding 
the partialities of educational officers serving in that province. 


160. In describing the condition of the Landa Matha in Balasore, the 
- Management of religious institutions same paper observes that unless Government 
in Orissa. pass a regulation controlling the management 
of Maths in Orissa, the wickedness and irregularities of the Mahantas will 
never cease. ‘The outsiders have very little time to think of Maths and 
to control the proceedings of the Mahantas in charge of them. 


161. The Uthal Dipikd, of the 31st January, writes a long article on 
Government Resolution on Canal the Government Resolution on the Canal 
a Revenue Reports for 1883-84, in which it en- 
deavours to point out that the Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department 
is responsible for creating a certain number of misconceptions regarding the 
administration of canal revenue in Orissa in the mind of Government, 
which it finds too difficult to remove. The canal may do very well for the 
officers of the Irrigation Department, who have no objection to spend 
Government money in the way they like best, but for the general public 
it has proved to be a fruitful source of oppression, distress, and misery. 


162. The Utkal Darpan, of the 8rd February, is of opinion that Cuttack 
Cuttack, a centre for the B. A. Examine should be made a centre of examination for 
ee candidates intening to appear in the B. A. 
Examination of the Calcutta University, because candidates from Oris 


find a great difficulty in proceeding to Calcutta by sea, which oftentimes 
affects their health injuriously. 
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163, In another paragraph, the same’paper enquires why Government 

. do not take proper steps to erect a buildipg 

The Balasore Munsif’s cutchorry. of their own for the accommodation of the 

Munsif’s cutcherry at Balasore. 1t points out that suitors and amlah alike 

have been very much inconvenienced by the transfer of the above cutcherry 
fom one hired building to another in the town. 

164. Referring to the system of paying money-orders to the payee by 

the postmen at his (payee’s) house at the same 


Postal money-orders. time that the money-orders themselves are 


delivered, the 
well for public offices that have appointed hours of work, where the post 


men may make payments, but in the case of private individuals it may so 
happen that the payee may be absent from home or that the postman 
may call at inconvenient hours. 

165. Adverting to the petition of the Calcutta Central National Maho- 
i emake gem medan Association praying to Lord Dufferin 
nia for the improvement of the condition of 

Mussulmans in India, the same paper points out that the Mussulmans of Orissa 
should have sent a representative to the Calcutta Association in question. 

166. Thesame paper regrets to learn that Government has asked the 
School Text-book Sub-Committee of Orissa to 
select only the books that shall be used in the 
first class of the minor and vernacular schools, and not those that shall be read 
in the lower classes of those schools. It is therefore of opinion that the 
Sub-Committee will turn out to be a nominal institution, and that the 
vernacular schools in Orissa will be causelessly deprived of the benefits of 
the Committee’s deliberations. 

167. In another paragraph the same paper advises its contemporaries 
to close the Orissa vernacular school-book 
coutroversy which has become very distasteful 


The Orissa Text-book Committee. 


The text-bosk controversy. 


for ordinary readers. 

168. The same paper points out that the dangerous collision of railway 
, Periodical inspection of steam boilers, carriages at Aranghatta last year has made 
eee ee the periodical inspection of steam. boilers and 
prime movers in evety railway train necessary. It therefore recommends 
that the Bill to amend Bengal Act III of 1879, which is now in the hands 


of a Select Commiteee of the Legislative Council of Bengal, should be 
passed into law. . 
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the Sebaka, of the 4th February, remarks that this may do very _ 
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